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THE CONSTITUTION, 


Article 1. 

PREAMBLE AND BOUNDARIES. 

We, the People of the Territory of Iowa, grateful to the Supreme 
Being for the blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence 1 on 
Him for a continuation of those blessings, do ordain and establish a free 
and independent government, by the name of the State of Iowa, the 
boundaries whereof shall be as follows : 

Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi river, 
at a point due east of the middle of the mouth of the main channel of the 
Des Moines river, thence up the middle of the main channel of the said 
Des Moines river, to a point on said river where the northern boundary 
line of the State of Missouri, as established by the constitution of that 
State, adopted June 12th, 1 820, crosses the said middle of the main 
channel of the said Des Moines river; thence westwardly, along the 
said northern boundary line of the State ot Missouri, as established at 
the time aforesaid, until an extension of said line, intersect the middle 
of the main channel of the Missouri river; thence up the middle of the 
main channel of the said Missouri river, to a point opposite the middle 
, of the main channel of the Big Sioux river, according to Nicollett’s map; 
thence up the main chamnel of the said Big Sioux river, according to 
said map, until it is intersected by the parallel of forty-three degrees and 
thirty minutes north latitude ; thence east, along said parallel of forty- 
three degrees and thirty minutes, until said parallel intersect the mid¬ 
dle of the main channel of the Mississippi river thence down the mid¬ 
dle of the main channel of said Mississippi river, to the place of be-' 
ginning. 
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Article 2 . 

BILL OF RIGHTS. 

1. All men are by nature free and independent, and have certain 
unalienable rights, among which are those of enjoying and defending 
life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and pur¬ 
suing and obtaining safely and happiness. 

2. All political power is inherent in the people. Government is 
instituted for the protection, security, and benefit of the people; and they 
have the right at all times, to alter or reform the same, whenever the 
public good may require it. 

3. The General Assembly shall make no law respecting an estab¬ 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, nor shall 
any person be compelled to attend any place of worship, pay tithes, 
taxes, or other rates for building or repairing places of worship, or 
for the maintenance of any minister or ministry. 

4 No religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office 
or public trust, and no person shall be deprived of any of his rights, 
privileges or capacities, or disqualified from the performance of'any of 
his public or private duties, or rendered incompetent to give evidence 
in any court of law or equity, in consequence of his opinions on the 
subject of religion. 

5. Any citizen of this State who may hereafter be engaged, either 
directly or indirectly, in a duel, either as principle or accessary before 
the fact, shall forever be disqualified from holding any office under the 
constitution and laws of this State. 

6. All laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation. 

7. Every person may speak, write, and publish his sentiments on 
all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right. No law shall 
be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of Bpeech or of the press. 
In all prosecutions or indictments for libel, the truth may be given in 
evidence to the jury, and if it appear to the jury that the matter charg¬ 
ed as libellous was true, and was published with good motives, and for 
justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted. 

8. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, pa¬ 
pers and effects, against unreasonable seizures and searches, shall not 
be violated, and no warrant shall issue, but on probable cause, support¬ 
ed by oath or affirmation, particularly describing the place to be search¬ 
ed, and the papers and things to be seized. 

9. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but the Gener- 
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al Assembly may authorize trial by a jury of a less number than twelve 
men in inferior courts. 

10. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to a 
apeedv trial by an impartial jury. to> be informed of the accusation 
against him, to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have 
compulsory process for his own witnesses, and to have the assistance 
of counsel. 

11. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offence, un¬ 
less on presentment, or indictment by a grand jury, except in cases 
cognizable by justices of the peace, or arising in the army or navy, or 
iu the militia when in actual service in time ot war or public danger. 

12. No person shall after acquittal, be tried for the same offence. 
All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by sufficient sureties, ex¬ 
cept for capital offences, where the proof is evident or the presumption 
great. 

13. The writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless, in 
case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety require it. 

14. The military shall be subordinate to the civil p6wer. No stand¬ 
ing army shall be kept up by the State in time of peace, and in time of 
war no appropriation for a standing army shall be for a longer time 
than two years. 

15. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, 
without the'consent of the owner, nor in time of war, except iu the 
manner'prescribed by law. 

16. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying war 
against it, adhering to its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. No 
person shall be convicted of treason unless on the evidence of two wit¬ 
nesses to the same overt act, or confession in open court. 

17. Excessive'bail shall not be required. Excessive fines shall not 
be imposed; and cruel and unusual punishments shall not be inflicted. 

18. Private property shall not be taken for public use withoat just 
compensation. 

19. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in any civil action on 
mesne or final process, unless in cases of fraiid; and no person shall be 
imprisoned for a militia fine in time of peace. 

20. The people have the right freely to assemble together to consul 
for the common good, to make known their opinions to their represen¬ 
tatives, and to petition for redress of grievances. 

21. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the ob¬ 
ligation of contracts shall ever be passed. 

22. Foreigners who are, or who may hereafter-become residents of 
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this State, shall enjoy the same rights, in respect to the possession, en¬ 
joyment, and descent of property, as native born citizens. 

23. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, unless for the punish¬ 
ment of crimes, shall ever be tolerated in this State. 

24. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair or 
deny others, letained by the people. 

Article 3. 

RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 

1. Every white male citizen of the United States, of the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of the State six months 
next preceding the election, and the county in which he claims his vote 
twenty days, shall be entitled to vote at all elections which are now or 
hereafter may be authorized by law. 

2. Electors shall, in all cases except treason, felony, or breach of the 
peace.be privileged from arrest on the days of election, during their at¬ 
tendance at such election, going to, and returning therefrom. 

3. No elector shall be obliged to perform militia duty on the day of 
election, except in time of war, or public danger. 

4. No person in the military, naval or marine service of the Unit¬ 
ed States, shall be considered a resident of this State by being stationed 
in any garrison, barrack, or military or naval place or station avithin 
this state. 

5. No idiot, or insane person, or persons convicted of any infamous 
crime, shall be entitled to the privileges of an elector. 

G. All elections by the people, shall be by ballot. 

Article 4. 

OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

1. The powers of the government of Iowa shall be divided into 
three separate departments; the legislative, the executive, and judicial; 
and no person charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging 
to one of these departments, shall exercise any function appertaining to 
either of the others, except in the cases hereinafter expressly directed 
or permitted. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1. The Legislative authority of this State shall be vested in a Sen¬ 
ate and House of Representatives, which shall be designated the Gen- 
ral Assembly of the State of Iowa, and the style of their laws shall 
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commence in the following manner: “Be it enacted by the General 
Assembly of the State of Iowa.” 

2. The sessions of the General Assembly shall be biennial, and shall 
commence on the first Monday of December next ensuing the election 
of its members ; unless the Governor of the State shall, in the interim, 
convene the General Assembly by proclamation. 

3. The members ot the House of Representatives shall be chosen 
every second year, by the qualified electors of their respective districts, 
on the first Monday in August, whose term of office shall continue two 
years from the day of the general election. 

4. No person shall be a member of the House of Representatives 
who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years; be afreewhittf 
male citizen of the United States, and hava been an inhabitant of this 
State or Territory one year next preceding his election ; and at the time 
of his election, have an actual residence of thirty days in the county or 
district he may be chosen to represent. 

5. Senators shall be chosen for the term of four years, at the same 
time and place as representatives, they shall be twenty-five years of 
age, and possess the qualifications of representatives as to residence and 
citizenship. 

6. The number of Senators shall not be less than one-third nor 
more than one half the representative body, and at the first session of 
the General Assembly after this Constitution takes effect, the Senators 
shall be divided by lot, as equally as may be, into two classes; the seats 
of the Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the 
second year, so that one half shall be chosen every two years. 

7. When the number of Senators is increased they shall be annexed 
by lot to one of the two classes, so as to keep them as nearly equalin 
number as practicable. 

8. Each house shall choose its own officers and judge ol the qualifi¬ 
cation, election, and return of its own members. A contested election 
shall be'determined in such manner as shall be directed by law. 

9. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, 
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the 
attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties 
as each house may provide. 

10. Each house shall sit upon its own adjournments, keep a journal 
of ift proceedings, and publish the same j determine its rules of proceed¬ 
ings, punish members for disorderly behavior, and with the consent of 
two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same efl'ence, 
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and shall have all other powers necessary ior a branch of the General 
Assembly of a free and independent state. 

IT. Every member of the General Assembly shall have the liberty 
to dissent from or protest against any act or resolution which he may 
think injurious to the public or an individual, and have the reasons for 
his dissent entered on the journals ; and the yeas and nays of the mem¬ 
bers of either house, on any question, shall, at the desire of any two 
members present, be entered on the journals. 

12. Senators and representatives, in nil eases except treason, felony, 
or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest during the ses¬ 
sion of the General Assembly, and in going to and returning from the 
same. 

]3; When vacancies occur in either house, the Governor, or the 
person exercising the functions of the Governor, shall issue writs ot 
election to till such vacancies. 

14. The doors of each house shall be open, except on such occa¬ 
sion as, in the opinion of the house, may require secrecy. 

15. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn 
for more than three days, nor to any other place than that ir. which they 
may be sitting. 

lb‘. Bills may originate in either house, except bills for revenue, 
which shall always originate in the House of Representatives, and may 
be amended, altered, or rejected by the other, and every bill having 
passed both houses, shall be signed by the Speaker and President of 
their respective houses. 

17. Every bill which shall have passed the General Assembly shall, 
before it become a law, be presented to the Governor. It he approve, 
he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it with his objections, to the 
house in which it originated, which shall enter the same upon the jour¬ 
nal and proceed to reconsider it; if, after such reconsideration, it again 
pass both houses, by yeas and nays, by a majority of two-thirds of the 
members of each house present, it shall become a law notwithstanding 
the Governor’s objections. If any bill shall not be returned within three 
days after it shall have been presented to him, Sunday excepted, the 
same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the 
General Assembly by adjournment prevent such return. 

18. An accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
public money shall be attached to and published with the laws, at ev#ry 
regular session of the General Assembly. 

19. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of ira- 
peachment, and all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate. When 
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sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be upon oath or affirmation ; 
and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members present. 

20. The Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, Treasurer, and 
Judges ofthe Supreme and District Courts, shall be liable to impeach¬ 
ment for any misdemeanor in office; but judgment in such cases shall 
extend only to removal from office, and disqualification to hold any of¬ 
fice of honor, trustor profit under this State; but the party convicted or 
acquitted shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial and punish-, 
ment, according to law. All other civil officers shall be tried for 
misdemeanors in office in such manner as the General Assembly may 
provide. 

21. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which 
he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of profit un¬ 
der this State, which shall have been created, or the emoluments of 
which shall have been increased, during such term, except such offices 
as may be filled by elections by the people. 

22. No person holding any lucrative office under the United States, 
or this Stale, or any other power, shall be eligible to the General As¬ 
sembly : Provided, That offices in the militia, to which there is attach¬ 
ed no annual salary, or the office of justice ofthe peace, or postmasters 
whose compensation does not exceed one hundred dollars per annum, 
shall net be deemed lucrative. 

23. No person who may hereafter be a collector or holder of public 
public moneys, shall have a seat in either house of the General Assem¬ 
bly, or be eligible to any office of trust or profit under this State, until 
he shall have accounted for and paid into the treasury, all sums for 
which he may be liable. 

24. No money shall be drawn from tlie treasury but inconsequence 
of appropriations made by law. 

25. Each member of the General Assembly shall receive a compen¬ 
sation to be fixed by law, for his services, to be paid out ofthe treasury 
ofthe State. Such compensation shall not exceed two dollars per day 
for the period of fifty days from the commencement of the session, and 
shall not exceed the sum of one dollar per day for the remainder ofthe 
session: when convened in extra session by the Governor, they shall ■ 
receive such sum as shall be fixed for the first fifty days of the ordinary 
session. They shall also receive two dollars for every twenty miles 
they shall travel, in going to and returning from their place of meeting, 
on the most usual route : Provided, however,. That Ihe members of 

2 
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the first General Assembly under this constitution shall receive two 
dollars per day for their services during the entire session. s 

26. Every law shall embrace but one object, which shall be expres¬ 
sed in the title. 

27. No law of the General Assembly, of a public nature, shall take 
effect until the same shall be published and circulated in the several 
counties of this State, by authority. If the General Assembly shall 
deem any law of immediate importance, they may provide that the same 
^hall take effect by publication in newspapers in the state. 

28. No divorce shall be granted by the General Assembly. 

29. No lottery shall be authorized by this State, nor shall the sale 
of lottery tickets be allowed. 

30. Members of the General Assembly shall, before they enter 
upon the duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the fol¬ 
lowing oath or affirmation : I do solemnly swear, or affirm, (as the case 
may be,) that I will support the Constitution of the United States, and 
the Constitution of the State of Iowa, and that I will faithfully discharge 
the duties of Senator, (or Representative, as the case may be,) accord¬ 
ing to the best of my ability. And members of the General Assembly 
are hereby empowered to administer to each other the said oath or affir¬ 
mation. 

31. Within one year after the ratification of this constitution, and 
within every subsequent term of tw o years, for the term of eight vears, 
an enumeration of all the white inhabitants of this state shall be made, 
in such manner as shall be directed by law. The number of Senators 
and Representatives shall, at the first regular session of the General 
Assembly after such enumeration, be fixed by law, and apportioned 
among the several counties according to the number of white inhabitants 
in each, and shall also, at every subsequent regul.-.r session, apportion 
the House of Representatives, and every other regular session the Sen¬ 
ate for eight years; and the House of Representatives shall never be less 
than twenty-six, nor greater than thirty-nine, until the number of white 
inhabitants shall be one hundred and seventy-five thousand; and after that 
event, at such ratio that the whole number of representatives shall 
never be less than thirty-nine nor exceeding seventy-two. 

* 32. When a Congressional, Senatorial, or Representative district 
shall be composed of two or more counties, it shall not be entirely se¬ 
parated by any county belonging to another district; and no county shall 
be divided in forming a congressional, senatorial, or representative 
district. 
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33. In all elections by the General Assembly, the members thereof 
shall vote viva voce, and the votes shall be entered on the journal. 1 

34. For the first ten years after the organization of the government, 
the annual salary of the Governor shall not exceed one thousand dol¬ 
lars : Secretary of State, five hundred dollars ; Treasurer, four hundred 
dollars ; Auditor, six hundred dollars; Judges of the Supreme and Dis¬ 
trict Courts, each one thousand dollars. 

Article 5. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1. The supreme executive power of this State shall be vested in a 
chief magistrate, who shall be styled the Governor of the State of Iowa. 

2. The Governor shall be elected by the qualified electors, at the 
time and place of voting for members of the General Assembly, and 
shall hold his office four years from the time of his installation, and un¬ 
til his successor shall be qualified. 

3. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor, who has 
not been a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the State two 
years next preceding the election, and attained the age of thirty years 
at the time of said election. 

4. The returns of every election for Governor shall be sealed up 
and transmitted to the seat of government, directed to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, who shall, during the first w eek of the ses¬ 
sion, open and publish them in presence of both houses of the General 
Assembly. The person having the highest number of votes shall be 
Governor; but in case any two or more have an equal and the highest 
number of votes, the General Assembly shall, by joint vote, choose 
one of said persons so having an equal and the highest number ofvotes, 
for Governor. 

5. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the militia, the 
army, and navy of this state. 

6. He shall transact all executive business with the officers of go¬ 
vernment, civil and military, and may require information in writing 
from the officers of the executive department, upon any subject relating 
to the duties of their respective offices. 

7. He shall see that the laws are faithfully executed. 

8. When any office shall from any cause become vacant, and no 
mode is provided by the constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, 
the Governor shall have pow’er to fill such vacancy, by granting a com¬ 
mission, which shall expire at the end of the next session of the Gene¬ 
ral Assembly, or at the next election by the people. 
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9. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the General As* 
sembly by proclamation, and shall state to both houses, when assem¬ 
bled, the purpose for which they shall have been convened. 

10. He shall communicate by message to the General Assembly, at 
every session, the condition of the State, and recommend such matters 
as he shall deem expedient. 

11. In case of disagreement between the two houses, with respect to 
the time of adjournment, the Governor shall have power to adjourn the 
General Assembly to such time as he may think proper, provided it be not 
beyond the time fixed for the meeting of the next General Assembly. 

12. No person shall, while holding any other office under the Uni¬ 
ted States, or this Stale, execute the office of Governor, except as here¬ 
inafter expressly provided. 

12. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, 
and commute punishmeuts after conviction, except in cases of impeach¬ 
ment. 

14. The Governor shall, at stated times, receive for his services a 
compensation which shall neither be increased nor diminished during 
the time for which he shall have been elected. 

15. There shall be a seal of this State, which shall be kept by the 
Governor, and used by him officially, and shall be called the Great Seal 
of the State of Iowa. 

16. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and by the au¬ 
thority of the people of the State k of Iowa, sealed with the great seal of 
this state, signed by the Governor, and countersigned by the Secretary 
of State. 

17. A Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, and Treasu¬ 
rer, shall be elected by the qualified electors, who shall continue in of¬ 
fice two years. The Secretary of State shall keep a fair register of all 
the official acts of the Governor, and shall, when required, lay the same, 
together with all papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, before 
either branch of the General Assembly, and .shall perform such other 
duties as shall be assigned him "by law. 

18. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, his removal from 
office., death, resignation, or absence from the state, the powers and du¬ 
ties of the office shall devolve upon the Secretary, of State, until such 
disability shall cease, or the vacancy be filled. 

19. If, during the vacancy of the office of Governor, the Secretary 
of State shall be impeached, displaced, resign, die, or be absent from 
the state, the powers and duties of tne office of Governor shall devolve 
uptfn 'lie President of the Senate; and should a vacancy occur by im- 
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peachment, death, resignation, or absence from the state, of the Presi¬ 
dent of the'Senate, the Speaker of the House of Reprepresentatives 
shall act as Governor till the vacancy be filled. 

Article 6. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

1. The Judicial power shall be vested in a Supreme Court*, Dis¬ 
trict Courts, and such inferior courts, as the General Assembly may 
from time to lime establish.; 

2. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and two As¬ 
sociates, two of whom shall be a quorum to hold court, 

3. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected by joint vcte 
■of both branches of the General Assembly, and shall hold their courts 
at such time and place as the General Assembly may direct, and hold 
their offices for six years, and until their successors are elected and 
qualified, and shall be ineligible to an}’ other office during the term for 
which they may be elected. The Supreme Court shall have appel¬ 
late jurisdiction only in all cases in chancery, and shall constitute a court 
for the correction of errors at law, under such restrictions as the General 
Assembly may by law prescribe. The Supreme Court shall have pow¬ 
er to issue all writs and process necessary to do justice to parties, and 
exercise a supervisory control over all inferior judicial tribunals, and 
the Judges of the Supreme Court shall be conservators of the peace 
throughout the State. 

4. The District Court shall consist of a Judge who shall be elected 
by the qualified voters of the district in which he resides, at the town¬ 
ship election, and hold his office for the term of five years, and until 
his successor is duly elected and qualified, and shall be ineligible to any 
other office during the term for which he imy be elected. The Dis¬ 
trict Court shall be a court of law and equity, and have jurisdiction in 
all civil and criminal matters arising in their respective districts, in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law. The Judges of the District 
Courts shall be conservators of the peace in their respective districts. 
The first session of the General Assembly shall divide the State into 
four districts, which may be increased as the exigencies require. 

5. The qualified voters of each county, shall at the general election, 
elect one Prosecuting Attorney and one Clerk of the District Court, 
who shall be residents therein, and who shall hold their several offices 
for the term of two years and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. 
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6. The style of all process shall be “the State oflowa” and all pros*- 
eoutions shall be conducted in the name and by the authority of the 
same. 

Article 7. 

MILITIA. 

1. The Militia of this State shall be composed of all able bodied 
white male citizens between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
except such as are or may hereafter be exempt by the laws of the 
United States or of this Slate, and shall be armed, equipped, and train¬ 
ed, as the General Assembly may provide by law. 

2. No person or persons conscientiously scrupulous of bearing 
arms, shall be compelled to do militia duty in time of peace; provided, 
that such person or persons shall pay an equivalent for such exemption 
in the same manner as other citizens. 

3. All commissioned olficers of the militia, (staff officers excepted,) 
shall be elected by the persons liable to perform military duty, and shall 
be commissioned by the Governor. 

Ai'ficle 8. 

STATE DEBTS. 

1. The General Assembly shall not in any manner create any debt 
or debts, liability or liabilities, which shall singly or in the aggregate, 
with any previous dtbts or liabilities, exceed the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars, except in case of war, to repel invasion, or suppress 
insurrection, unless the same shall be authorized by some law for some 
single object, or work to be distinctly specified therein, which law shall 
provide ways and means, exclusive of loans, for’the payment of the in¬ 
terest of such debt or liability as it falls due, and also to pay and dis¬ 
charge the principal of such debt or liability within twenty years from 
the time ofthe contracting thereof, and shall be irrepealable until the 
principal and the interest thereon shall be paid and discharged; but no 
such law shall take effect until at a general election it shall have been 
submitted to the people, and have received a majority of all the votes 
cast for and against it at such election, and all money raised by.authori- 
ty of such law, shall be applied only to the specific object therein stated, 
or to the payment of the debt thereby created, and such law shall be 
published in at least one newspaper in each judicial district, if one is 
published therein, throughout the State, for three months preceding the 
election at which it is submitted to the people. 
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Article 9. 

INCORPORATIONS. 

1. No corporate body shall hereafter be created, renewed, or ex¬ 
tended, with the privilege of making, issuing, or utting in circulation, 
any bill, check, ticket, certificate, promissory note, or other paper, or 
the paper of any bank, to circulate as money . The General Assembly 
of this State shall prohibit, by law, any person or persons, association, 
company or corporation, from exercising the privileges of banking, or 
creating paper to circulate as money. 

2. Corporations shall not be created in this State by special laws, 
except for political or municipal purposes, but the General Assembly 
shall provide, by general laws, for the organization of all other corpo¬ 
rations, except corporations with banking privileges, the creation of 
which is prohibited. The stockholders shall be subject to such liabili¬ 
ties and restrictions as shall be provided by law. The State shall not 
directly or indirectly, become a stockholder in any corporation. 

Article 10. 

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS. 

1. The General Assembly shall provide for the. election, by-the 
people, of a Superintendent of Public Instruction, who shall hold his 
office for three years, and whose duties shall be prescribed by law, and 
who shall receive such compensation as the General Assembly may 
direct. 

2. The General Assembly shall encourage, by all suitable means, 
the promotion of intellectual, scientific, moral and agricultural improve¬ 
ment. The proceeds of.all lands that have been or hereafter may be 
granted by the United States to this State, for the support of schools, 
which shall hereafter be sold or disposed of, and- the.five hundred thou¬ 
sand acres of land granted to the new states, under au act ol Congress, 
distributing, the proceeds of the public lands among the. several States 
of the Union, approved, A. D. 1S41, and all estates of deceased persons, 
who may have died without leaving a will, or heir; and also such per 
cent, as may be granted by Congress on the sale of lands in this State, 
shall he and remain a perpetual fund, the interest of “which, together 
with all the rents of the unsold lands, and such other means as the Gen- 
ral Assembly may provide, shall be inviolably appropriated to the sup¬ 
port of common schools throughout the State. 

3j The General Assembly shall provide for a system of common 
schools, by which, a school shall be kept up and supported in each school. 
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district, at least three months in every 8 year; and any school district ne¬ 
glecting to keep up and support such a ^ school may be deprived of its 
proportion of the interest of the public fund during such neglect. 

4. The money which shall be paid by persons iis an equivalent for 
exemption from military duty, and thc'fclear probfeeds of all fines collec¬ 
ted in the several counties for any breach of the penal laws, shall be 
exclusively applied, in the several counties in which such money is 
paid or fine collected, among the several school districts of said coun¬ 
ties, in the proportion to the number of inhabitants in such districts, to 
the support of common schools, or the establishment of libraries, as the 
General Assembly shall, from time to time, provide by law'. 

5. The General Assembly shall lake measures for the prblection, 
improvement, or other disposition of such lands as have been or may 
hereafter be reserved or granted by the United States, or any person or 
persons, to this State, for the use of a Univeisity ; and the funds accru¬ 
ing from the rents or sale of such lands, or from any other source, for 
the purpose aforesaid, shall be and remain a permanent fund, the inter¬ 
est of which shall be applied to the support of said Uuiversity, with 
such branches as the public convenience may hereafter demand, for the 
promotion of literature, the arts and sciences, as may be authorized by 
the terms of such grant. And it shall be the duty of the General As¬ 
sembly, as soon as may be, to provide effectual means for the improve¬ 
ment and permanent security of the funds of said University. 

Article 11. 

AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION 

1. If at any time, the General Assembly shall think it necessary to 
revise or amend this constitution, they shall provide by law for a vote 
of the people ior or against a convention, at the next ensuing election 
for members of the General Assembly, in case a majority of the people 
vote in favor of a convention, said General Assembly shall provide for 
an election of Delegates to a convention, to be held within six months 
after the vote of the people in favor thereof. 

Article 13. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1. The jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace shall extend to all civil 
cases, (except cases in chancery and cases where the question of title 
to any real estate may arise,) where the amount in controversy does not 
exceed one hundred dollars, and by the consent of parties may be ex* 
■fended to any amount not exceeding five hundred dollars. 
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^aid or fine eellected, among tlie several school districts of said coun¬ 
ties, in the proportion to the number of yi))iabitants j n such districts, te 
the support of common schools, or the establishment of libraries, as the 
General Assembly shall, from lime to time, provide by law. 

5. The General Assembly slvbll'take measures for the protection, 
improvement, or other dispqsiiiori of such lands as have been or may 
hereafter be reserved or granted by the United States, or any person or 
persons, to this State, for the use^of a University ; and the funds.accru¬ 
ing'from'the rents or sale of such lands, or from any other source, for 
the purpose aforesaid, shall be and remain a.perraanent fund, the inter¬ 
est of which shall be applied to ihe support of said Uuiversity, with 
such branches as the public <&nienienee may hereafter demand, for the 
promotion of literature, the arts and sciences, as may he authorized by 
the terms of such grant. And it shall be the duty of the General As¬ 
sembly's soon as may be, to provide effectual means for the improve¬ 
ment and permanent security of the funds of said University. 

Article BE. 

AMENDMENTS of the constitution 

1. If at any time, the General Assembly shall think it necessary to 
revise or amend this constitution, they shall provide by law for a vote 
of the people lor or against a convention, at the next eutuyig election 
for members of the General Assembly) incase a majority of the people 
vote in favor of a convention, said General Assembly sha)l provide for 
an election of Delegates to a convention, to be held within six months 
after the vote of the people in favor thereof. 

Article 19. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

1. The jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace shall extend to allcivil 
cases, (except oases in chancery and cases where the question of title 
to any real estate may arise,) w here the amount in controversy does not 
exceed one hundred dollars, and by the consent of parties may be ex¬ 
tended to any amount not exceeding five hundred*dollars. 

2. No new •county shall Ire laid off hereafter, nor old county reduc¬ 
ed, to less contents than four hundred and thirty two square miles. 

3. The General Assembly shall not locate any of the public lands, 
which have been or may be granted by Congress to this State, and the 
location of which may be given to the General Assembly, upon lands 

3 
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actually settled, without the consent of the occupant. The extent of 
the claim of sueh occupant so exempted shall net exceed three hundred 
and twenty acres. 

Article 13. 

SCHEDULE, 

1. That no inconvenience may arise from the. change of a Territo¬ 
rial government to a permanent State government, it is declared that all 
writs, actions, prosecutions, contracts, claims and rights, shall continue 
as if no change had taken place in this government; and all process 
which may, before the organization of th,e judicial department under 
this constitution, be issued under the authority of the Territory of 
Iowa, shall be as valid as if issued in the name of the State. 

2. All the lews now in force in this Territory, which are not re¬ 
pugnant to this constitution, shall remain in force until they expire by 
their own limitations, or be altered or repealed by the General Assem¬ 
bly of this State. 

3. All fines, penalties, and forfeitures, accruing to the Territory of 
Iowa, shall accrue to the use of the State. 

4. All recognizances heretofore taken, or which may hereafter be 
taken, before the oru.inizafion of the judicial department under this 
constitution shall Yt main valid, and shall pass to, and may be prose¬ 
cuted in the hanae of the State. And all bonds executed to the Gov¬ 
ernor of thisTerriti i y, or to any other officer in his official capacity, 
shall pass over to the Governor of the State, or other proper State au¬ 
thority, and to their >u essors in office, for the uses therein respective¬ 
ly expressed, anci m •, tie sued for, and recovered accordingly. All 
criminal prosecution* ; <1 penal actions, which have arisen, or may arise, 
before the orghnizai mi of the judicial department under this constitu¬ 
tion, and which .-1. 1 in n be pending, may be prosecuted to judgment 
and execution in ih. mine of the State. 

5. All officers. i and military, now holding their offices and 

appointments in 1; erritory under the authority of the United 
Sta/es, or under U e i.ority of this Territory, shall continue to hold 
and execute their r>dive offices and appointments until superceded 
under this constitution '. i 

. 6. The first gei election under this constitution, shall be held at 
such lime as the G . or of the Territory, by proclamation, may ap¬ 
point, within three m is after its adoption, for the election of a Go¬ 
vernor, two Represt vt-s in the Congress of the United States, (un- 
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less Congress shall provide for the election of one Representative,) 
members of the General Assembly, and one Auditor, Treasurer, and 
Secretary of State. Said election shall be conducted in accordance 
with the existing election laws of this Territory, and said Governor, 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, Auditor, Trea¬ 
surer, and Secretary of State, duly elected at said election, shall con¬ 
tinue to discharge the duties of their respective offices for the time pre¬ 
scribed by this constitution, and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. The returns of said election shall be made in conformity to 
the existing laws of this Territory. 

7, Until the first enumeration of the inhabitants of this State 
aB directed by this Constitution, the following shall be the apportion¬ 
ment of the General Assembly: 

The county of Lee shall be entitled to two Senators and five Repre¬ 
sentatives ; 

The county of Van Buren, two Senators and four Representatives ; 

The counties of Davis and Appanoose, one Senator and one Repre¬ 
sentative, jointly ; 

The counties of Wapello and Monroe, one Senator jointly, and one 
Representative each; 

The counties of Marion, Polk, Dallas and Jasper, one Senator and 
two Representatives, jointly; 

The county of Des Moines, two Senators and four Representatives ; 

The county of Henry, one Senator and thiee Representatives; 

The county of Jefferson, one Senator and three Representatives; 

The counties of Louisa and Washington, one Senator jointly, and 
one Representative, each ; 

The counties of Keokuk and Mahaska, one Senator jointly, and one 
Representative each; 

The counties of Muscatine, Johnson and Iowa one Senator and one 
Representative jointly, and Muscatine one Representative, and John¬ 
son and Iowa one Representative jointly; 

The counties of Scott and Clinton, one Senator jointly, and one Rep¬ 
resentative each ; 

The counties of Cedar, Linn and Benton, one Senator jointly, the coun¬ 
ty of Cedar one Representative, and the counties of Linn and Benton, 
one Representative jointly ; • 

The connties of Jackson and Jones, one Senator and two Representa¬ 
tives ; 

The counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton, Fayette, Buchanan 
and Blaekhawk, two Senators, and two Representatives jointly; 
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And any country attached to any county for jycjioial purposes, shall, 
unless otherwise provided for, be considered as forming part of such 
county for election purposes. 

8. The first meeting of the General Assembly under this Constitu¬ 
tion shall be at such time as the Governor ot the Territory may, by 
proclamation, appoint, within four months after its ratification by the 
people, at Iowa City, in Johnson county, which place shall be the Seat 
of Government of the State of Iowh, until removed by law. 


Done in Convention, at Iowa City, this 18th day of May, in the year qf 


our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty six, and ofthe Inde¬ 
pendence of the United States of America tire seventieth. 

In Testimony Whereof, We have hereunto subscribed our names: 
ENOS LOWE, President. 


THOMAS DIBBLE, 
ERASTUS HOSKINS, 
DAVID GALLAND, 
SULLIFAND S. ROSS, 
SHEPHERD LEFFLER, 
CURTIS BATES, 
WILLIAM G. COOP, 
JOHN RONALDS, 

S. B. SHELLEDAY, 
DAVID OLMSTED, 
JOSEPH'H. HEDRICK, 
SANFORD HARNED, 

G. W. BOWIE, 

GEORGE HOBSON, 
WAREHAM G. CLARK, 


JOSIAH KENT, 

GEORGE BERRY. 
SOCkATES H TRYON, 
WILLIAM HUBBELL, 
STEWART GOODRELL, 
ALVIN SAUNDERS, 
SYLVESTER G. MATSON, 
S. A. BISSELL, 

JOHN CONREY, 

WILLIAM STEELE, 

JOHN J. SELMAN, 

JAMES GRANT, 

THOMAS McCRANEY, 
FRANCIS K. O'FERRALL, 
J. SCOTT RICHMAN, 


HENRY P. HAUN, 
attest —William Thompson, Secretary. 


ORDINANCE. 

Be it ordained by the Convention assembled to form a Constitution for 
the State of Iowa, in behalf of the people of said State, that the following 
propositions shall he made, to the Congress ofthe United States, which, if 
assented to by that body, shall be obligatory on this State, 

1. Section number sixteen in every sutveyed township of public lands, 
and where such section has been disposed of, other lands equivalent thereto, 
and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to the State for the use of 
common schools. 

2. The seven*y two sections of land set apart and reserved for the use 
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and support of a University by an act of Congress, approved on the twen¬ 
tieth of July one thousand eight hundred andlbriy, entitled “An act grant¬ 
ing two townships of land lor the use of a University in the Territory bf 
Iowa,” shall be applied solely to the use and support of such University in 
such manner as the General Assembly may direct. 

3. That one quarter section of land in each township be granted to the 

State for the purpose of purchasing a common school library for the use of 
such township. « 

4. That five percent of the nett proceeds of the sales of all public lands 
lying within this State, which shall be sold by Congress after the admission . 
of the State into the Union, shall be granted to the State for the use of com¬ 
mon schools. 

That in consideration of the grants specified in the four foregoing prop¬ 
ositions, it is declared that this State will never interfere with the primary 
disposal of the soil within the same, by the Untied States, nor with any reg¬ 
ulations Congress may find necessary lor securing the title in such soil to 
the bonefidg purchaser thereof, and that no tax shall be imposed on lands, 
the properly of the United States, and that in ns case shall nonresident pro¬ 
prietors be taxed higher than resident. 
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The Conveution to form a Constitution and State Government for the 
future State of Iowa, met at the Capitol in Iowa City, on Monday Morn¬ 
ing, May 4th, A. D. 1846, pursuant to an act of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly, entitled “An act to provide for the election of Delegates to a 
Convention to form a Constitution and State Government,” Approved. 
January 17th. 1846. 

The Convention was then called to order by James Grant, Esq., 
member elect from Scott county, on whose motion William Thompson, 
of Henry county, was appointed Secretary pro tern. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the several counties in their order, 
when the following named gentlemen from their respective counties, 
appeared, presented their credentials, and took their seats as members 
of the Convention, to-wit: 

From the County of Des Moines —Enos Lowe, Shepherd Lefpler, 
and Geo. W. Bowie. 

From the County of Lee — Josiah Kent, David Gallakd, and Geo. 
Berry. 

From the County of Van Buren — Thomas Dibble, Eratus Hoskins, 
and William Steele. 

From the County of Jefferson — Sullifanb S. Ross and William G. 
Coop. 

From the County of Henry — Alvin Saunders and George Hobson. 

From the County of Davis — John J. Selman. 

From the County of Wapello —Joseph H. Hedrick. 

From the Counties of Iowa , Marion , Polk and Jasper — John Conery. 

From the County of Mahaska — Stephen B. Shelleday. 

■From the County pf Keokuk — Sanford Harnes. 
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From the County of Washington Stewart Goodkelx. 

From the County of Louisa-— John Ron alds. 

From the County of Muscatine— J. Scott Rickman. 

FrOrn the County of Johnson— Curtis Bates. 

Prom the Counties of Linn and Benton — Socrates H. Tr yon. 

■ from the County of Cedar - Samuel A. Bissell. 

From the County of Sco/l — James Grant. 

From the County of Clinton— IIepcuy P. Ha.uk. 

From the County of Jackson — William IIubbell. 

From the County of Jones — Sylvester G. Matson. 

Fiom The Counties of Bvtmqve. Delaware , Buchanan, Fayette and Black- 
hawk— Thomas McCraney, and Francis K. O’Ferrall. 

All (lie members but four being present. 

On motion of Mr. Lt-ffler, 

■Resolved, That the Co& ention do notv proceed to the election bf a 
a President, viva voce. 

Mr. Grant norr.in ted Mr l owe, of Dcs Moines county. 

*Mr Goodrell nominated Mr. Shelleday, of Mahaska county. 

The vote was then taken, 

When it appeared that' MV. towe’had received 19 vot'ei, and Mr. 
Shelleday fLvotbs. 

*Thosc who voted for Mr. Lowe, were—Messrs. Bates, Bissell, Ber¬ 
ry, Conery, Coop, Dibble; Galland, G'r.=n(, Hoskins, Hatin', kfubbell, 
Kent, Leffler, Matson'; MiCfaney', Ronalds,Ross,Shelleday, and Tryon. 

Those who’voted for Mr. Shelleday, were— Messrs. Bowie, Good¬ 
rell, Earned, Hedrick, Hobson,Lowe,O’Ferrall,'RicMah and Saunders. 

Mr. Lowe having received a'majority bf all the voles given, was de¬ 
clared duly elected President of the Convention. 

He was then eonditcled to the ehiiir by Messrs. Grant and Shelleday, 
and delivered an appropriate address. 

Oh motion-of Mr\ Baterf,’ 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary. 

Mr. Bates nominated William Thompson, of Henry county. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

Mr. Thompsoh was declared unanimously elected Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. TVj Cn, 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

On motion of Mr. Try bn, 

Mr. William A. Skinner,of Linn county, was duly elected Sergeant- 
at-Arms. 
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On-motion of Mr. Grant, 

The Reverend Mr. Smith invoked a blessing lrom Deity upon the 

future labors of the Convention. 

On motion'of Mr. Ronalds, :, ‘i 

Resolved , That a committee of three members be appointed to exam¬ 
ine and report upon the credentials of members. 

Messrs. Ronalds, Hubbell, and Matson, were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, ’ ■ 

Resolved, That the rules of the late Convention for the formation of a 
Constitution for the future State of Iowa, with the exception of the 
11th one, he adopted for the g vernroent of this Convention, until the 
Convention may see fit to alter them. 

On motion of Mr. Hnun, 

The Convention adjourned until two o’clock, P. M. 


Two O’Cloch, If. Mi 

On motion of Mr. Coop, 

Resolved, That A. H. Palmer, Editor of the Iowa Capital Reporter, 
clothe incidental printing of the Convention; and that he be allowed 
such compensation as may hereafter be agreed upon by this Convention. 

Mr. Bales offered the following: 

Resolved . That the following Standing Committees be appointed, to 
consist of five members each, to wit ': 

1st. On Boundaries and Bill of Rights. 

2nd; Executive Department. 

3rd. Legislative Department, Suffrage, Citizenship, Education, and 
School Land9. 

4th. Judicial Department. 

5th. Incorporations, Internal Improvements, and State Debts. 

6th. Schedule. Which, 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

Was laid on the tabie. 

On motion of Mr. Tryon, 

David Olmsted, member elect from Clayton county, presented his 
credentials and took his seat as a member of the Convention. 

4 
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On motion of Mr. Leffler, 

The resolution of Mr. Bates, in regard to Standing Committees, ww 
taken from the table. 

The question being upon the adoption of the resolution, was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday. 

Resolved , That the Editors of newspapers, and their Reporters, be 
admitted within the bar of this house. 

Mr. Tryon offered the lollowing: 

Resolved, That each member of this Convention have the privilege of 
taking twenty-five copies, weekly, of such newspaper published in 
this Territory, as he may direct; and that the expense of the same be 
charged to the contingent expense of this Convention: provided, such 
publisher shall furnish said copies at thirty-seven and a half cents each 
for the session. 

The consideration of which was laid over for one day. 

On motion of Mr. Bowie, 

Resolved, That a sufficient number of copies of the rules adopted by 
this Convention, be printed for the use of the members. 

Mr. Grant presented for the consideration of the Convention an Ar¬ 
ticle relative to “Preamble and Boundary;” which, 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Was referred to the committee on Boundary and Bill of Rights. It 
was also ordered that the usual number of copies be printed. 

Mr. Ronalds, from the committee on Credentials, made the following 
report, to wit: 

The committee appointed to examine the credentials of the members 
of this Convention, would respectfully submit the following report: 

The following persons have produced legal certificates of their elec¬ 
tion, to wit; 

From the county oj Des Moines. —Enos Lowe, Shepherd Leffler, and 
Geo. W. Bowie. 

From the county of Lee. —Josiah Kent, David Galland, and George 
Berry. 

From the county of Van Buren. —Thomas Dibble, Erastus Hoskins, 
and Wm. Steele. 

Fromthecounty of Jefferson. —Sullifand S. Ross, and Wm. G. Coop, 

From the county of Henry. - Alvin Saunders, and Geo. Hobson. 

From the county of Davis.— John J. Selman. 
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From ihe county of Wapello. —Joseph H. Hedrick. 

From the counties of Iowa, Marion, Polk, and Jasper. —John Conery. 
From ihe county of Mahaska.-*- Stephen B, Shelleday. 

From the county of Keokuk. —Sanford Harned. 

From the county of Washington. —Stewart Goodrell. 

From the county of Louisa. —John Ronalds. 

From the county of Muscatine. —J. Scott Richman. 

From the county of Johnson. —Curtis Bates. 

From the counties of Linn and Benton. —Socrates H. Tryon. 

From the county of Scott. —James Grant. 

From the county of Clinton —Henry P. Haun. 

From the county of Jackson. —Wm. Hubbell. 

From the county oj Jones.— Sylvester G. Matson. 

From the county of Clayton. —David Olmsted. 

From the counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Buchanan, Fayette, and Black- 
hawk. —Thomas McCraney, and Francis K. O’Ferrall. 

Your committee would further report, that Samuel A. Bissell, of Ce¬ 
dar, appeared without a certificate, but the committee being satisfied 
that he was duly elected would respectfully recommend that he be en¬ 
titled to a seat in this convention. 

JOHN RONALDS, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, 

The report was concurred in. 

Mr. President announced the following Standing Committee, to wit: 
On Boundaries and Bill of Rights.—Messrs. Grant, Bowie, Berry, 
Haun, and Dibble. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


Tuesday Morning, May 5 , 1846. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, 

Resolved, That so much of the eighteenth rule as requires the Presi¬ 
dent to call for resolutions “by counties in the order in which they 
stand on the Journal,” shall be so altered as to require him to call for 
Resolutions generally.” 
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Mr. Grant from the committee “oh Boundaries and Bill of Rights” 
to which was referred an Article on “Preamble and Boundaries,” re¬ 
ported the same back to the Oonvenlion without amendment. 

Said Article is in the words’following, to' wit : 

PREAMBLE AND BOUNDARIES. 

We the people of the Territory of Iowa, by our Representatives in 
convention assembled at Iovva. Cjty, on Monday the fourth day of May, 
in the year-of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, grate¬ 
ful to the Supreme Being for the blessings hitherto enjoyed, by us as 
a people, and feeling our dependence on Hun fur a continuation of those 
blessings, do ordain and establish a free and independent government, 
by the name of the State of Iowa, the boundaries whereof shall be as 
follows: 

Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi Riv¬ 
er opposite the mouth of fhe Desmoines. River, thence up the middle of 
thp main channel of the Mississippi River to the parallel of forty-three 
and a half degrees of North Latitude, thence West along said parallel, 
until it intersect the middle of the main channel of the Calumet or Big 
Sioux River, thence down said river until it intersects the middle of 
the main channel of the Missouri River, thence down tde middle of the 
main channel of the Missouri River until it intersects the North-west 
corner of the State of Missouri, thence Easterly along the Northern 
l^oundary of the Slate of Missouri to the place of beginning. 

Mr. Grant from the same committee reported the following Bill of 
Rights which was laid on the table and ordered to b« printed ; to wit: 

BILL OF RIGHTS. 

1. All men are by nature free and independent, and have certain 
unalienable rights, among which are those of enjoying and defending 
life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and 
pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness. 

2. All political power is inherent in the people. Government is 
instituted for the protection, security, and benefit of the people ; and 
they have the right at all times, to alter or reform the same, whenever 
th$ public good may require it. 

3. The Legislature shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, nor shall any per¬ 
son be compelled to attend any place of worship, pay tithes, taxes, or- 
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other rates, fur building or repairing places of worship,-or for the main- 
tainance of any minister or ministry. 

4. No religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office 
or public, trust, and no person shall be- deprived of any of bis rights, 
privileges or capacities, or disqualified for the performance of any of 
his public or. private dudes, or rendered incompetent to give evidence 
in any court of law or equity, in consequence of bis opinions on the 
subject of religion. 

5. All laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation. 

6. Every person may speak, write, and publisii his sentiments on all 
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right. No law shall 
be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. 
In all prosecutions or indictments for libel, the truth may be given in 
evidence to the jury, and if it appear to the jury that the matter 
charged as libellous was true, and. was published with good motives, 
and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted. 

7. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papery and effects, against unreasonable seizures and searches, shall 
not be violated, and no warrant shall issue but on probable cause, sup¬ 
ported by oath or affirmation, particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the papers and things to be seized. 

. 8. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but the Legis¬ 
lature may authorize trial by a jury of a less number than twelve men 
in the inferior courts. 

9. In all criminal trials, the accused shall have a right to a speedy 
trial by an impartial jury, to be informed of the accusation against him, 
to be confronted with the 'witnesses against him, to have compulsory 
process lor his own witnesses, and te have the assistance of counsel. 

10. No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offence, unless 
on presentment, or indictment by a grand jury, except in cases cogni¬ 
zable by justices of the peace, or arising in the army or navy, or in the 
militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger. 

11. No person shall alter acquittal be tried for the same offence. 
All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by sufficient sureties, 
except for capita! offences, where the proof is evident or the presump¬ 
tion great. 

12. The writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended unless in 
case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety require it. 

13. The military shall be subordinate to the civil power. No 
standing army shall be kept up by the State in time of peace, and in 
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time of war no appropriation for a standing army shall ‘be for a longer 
time than two years. 

14. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house 
without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war except in manner 
prescribed by law. 

15. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying war against 
it, adhering to its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. No per¬ 
son shall be convicted of treason unless on the evidence of two wit¬ 
nesses to the same overt act, or confession in open court. 

16. Excessive bail shall not be required. Excessive fines shall not 
be imposed; and cruel and unusual punishments shall not be inilicted. 

17. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just 
compensation. 

18. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in any civil action on 
mesne or final process, unless in cases ot fraud; and no person shall 
be imprisoned for a militia fine in time of peace. 

19. The people have the right freely to assemble together to consult 
for the common good, to make known their opinions to their represen¬ 
tatives, and to petition for redress of grievances. 

20. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the ob¬ 
ligation of contract, shall ever be passed. 

21. Foreigners who are residents of this State shall enjoy the same 
rights, in respect to possession, enjoyment, and descent of property, as 
native born citizens. 

22. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, unless for the pun¬ 
ishment of crimes, shall ever be tolerated in this State. 

23> This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair or 
deny others, retained by the people* • * 

Mr. President announced the following standing committees to wit: 

On the Executive Department —Messrs. Bissell, Saunders, Matson, 
Hoskins and Goodrell. 

On the Legislative Department, Suffrage, Citizenship, Education 
and School Lands —Messrs. Leffler, ilubbell, Selman, Shelledy and 
Conery. 

On the Judicial Department— Messrs. Haun, Galland, Hoskins, Har- 
nerd, and O’Ferrall. 

On Incorporations, Internal Improvements and State Debts— Messrs. 
Bates, Dibble, Grant, Olmsted and Ross. 

On Schedule — Messrs. Tryon, McCraney, Kent, Conery and Rich- 
man. 
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Mr. Tryon made a motion to take up the resolution offered by him 
on yesterday, in regard to Newspapers. 

Which was decided in the negative'. 

So the Resolution was not taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

The Convention resolved itself into a committee of the whole Con¬ 
vention for the consideration of Article first, on Preamble and Boun¬ 
daries, 

Mr. Coop, in the Chair ; after some time spent therein, the commit¬ 
tee rose and by (heir chairman reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Which.was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Richman, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Tive O’clock, P. M. 

On motion of Mr. Shelledy, 

W. G. Clark member elect from the counties of Appanoose and Mon¬ 
roe, presented his credentials and took his seat as a member of this 
Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Grand, 

The Convention resolved itself into a committee of the whole Con¬ 
vention for the further consideration of Article first, on “Preamble and 
Boundary,” Mr. Coop in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and reported 
the same back with the following amendments, to wit: 

1st. Stiikc out after the word “Iowa” in the first line the words “by 
our Representatives in Convention assembled at Iowa City on Monday 
the fourth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun¬ 
dred and forty six.” 

2d. Insert in the 13th line between the words “down” and “said 
river” the words, “the middle of the main channel of” 

And, 

3rd. Insert in the 17th line between the words “Missouri” and “to 
the place of beginning,” the words following, to wit “As defined by 
the Constitution of that State, adopted on the lEth of June 1820.” 
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All of which, 

On motion of Mr. Tryon, were concurred in by the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Ordered that the said Article be engrossed and read a third time ■on 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, 

The rules were suspended in order that Article second, “Bill of 
Rights” might be taken up, 

On motion of Mr. Ross, 

Said Article was accordingly taken up and read a second time. 

Oh motion of Mr. Grant, 

The Convention resolved itself into a committee of the whole Conven¬ 
tion for the consideration of said Article ; Mr. Ross in the chair, 

And alter some tyne spent therein, the committee rose and by their 
chairman reported that the committee had made some progress and asked 
leave to sit again, 

Which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Selrnan, 

The Convention adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wednesday Morning, May it. 1S46. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Ross ottered the following: 

“ Resolved , That A. H. Palmer, publisher of the Iowa Capital Re¬ 
porter, be employed to print --- number of Journals of this Con¬ 

vention in pamphlet form”; 

Which, 

On motion of Mr. Coop, 

Was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

Resolved, That the subjects of Suffrage and Citizenship, be referred 
to a committee consisting of Messrs. Coop, Ronalds, Steele, Ilobson, 
and Hedrick. 

Mr. Haun, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported the fol¬ 
lowing article on the Judiciary, to-wit: 

1st, Tlie Judicial power shall be vested in a Supreme Court, 
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trict Courts, and such other inferior courts, as the Legislature may from 
time to time establish. 

2nd. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and two 
Associates, two of whom shall be a quorum to hold court. 

3rd. The Judges of the >upreme Court to be elected by the qual¬ 
ified voters of the State, at a general election for State officers, to hold 
their courts within each Judicial district of the State, at such place as 
the Judges may choose, to hold their offices for five years, and until 
their successors are elected and qualified, and earn, to receive a salary 
of twelve hundred dollars per year, for the first five years, after which 
time, the General Assembly to fix their salaries. The Supreme Court 
shall have appellate jurisdiction only, in all cases in ' hancery, and 
shall constitute a court for the correction of errors at law, under such 
restrictions as the General Assembly may by law prescribe. The Su¬ 
preme Court shall have power to issue all writs and process necessary 
" to do justice to parties, and exercise a supervisory control over all in¬ 
ferior judicial tribunals, and the Judges of the Supreme Court shall be 
conservators of the peace thr"Ugtmut the State. 

4 h. The District Court shall consist of a Judge who shall be elected 
by the qualified voters of the district in which he resides, and hold his 
office for the term of five years and until his successor is duly elected 
and qualified. The District Court shall be a court of law and equity, 
and have jurisdiction in all civil and criminal matters arising in their 
respective districts, in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, 
The Judges of the District Courts shall be conservators of the peace 
in their respective districts. The first session of the General Assem¬ 
bly shall divide the State into four districts, which may be increased 
as the exigencies require. 

5th. The qualified voters of each county shall elect one Judge of 
Probate at a general election, who shall hold his office for the term of , 
three years, and until his successor is dply elected and qualified. 

6tu. The qualified voters of each county shall elect one Prosecuting 
Attorney, at a general election,who shall hold his office for three years. 

7th. The qualified voters of each judicial district shall elect, at a 
general election, one Clerk of the Supreme Court, who is a resident 
thereof, and who shall hold his office for five years. 

8th. The qualified voters of each county, at a general election, shall 
elect a Clerk of the District Court, who shall hold his office for five 
years, and until his successor is duly elected and qualified, 

9tu. The style of all process shall be, ‘-The State of Iowa;” and all 
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prosecutions shall be conducted in the name and by the authority of the. 
same. 

On motion of Mr. Leffler, 

Ordered, That the usual number of copiesjof the report be prin¬ 
ted. 

On motion of Mr. Dibble, 

Ordered, That a committee on Engrossment be appointed. 

Messrs. Bates, Clark and O’Ferrall were appointed said committee. 
On m ‘tion of Mr. Goodrell, 

The vote taken on yesterday* ordering Article 1, on Preamble and 
Boundaries, to be engrossed and read a third time on this day, was re¬ 
considered. 

The question then being on engrossing and reading a third time, 

Mr. O’Perrall made a motion to postpone the further consideration, 
thereof until Thursday morning next;. 

Which was decided in the affirmative, 

Yeas 27 - Nays 1. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those u bo voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Hates, Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Clark, Conery,. Coop, Dibble* 
Galland. Gijodrell, Haim, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, 
Leffler, McCr ney. O’Ferrall, Olmsted,. Ronalds, Ross, Richman, 
Saunders, Seim n^. Shelleday, and Lowe, President. 

Mr. G'vnt voted in ibe, negative. / 

Mr. He.inok made a motion that a standing committee on County 
Organization be appointed ;. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On moth n of Mr. S.unders, 

The res-.lini n offered by Mr. Trvon, in regard to newspapers, was 
taken from the table. 

Mr feint man made a motion to amend the resolution by striking out 
“twenty fi t.” and inserting “Ififteei.”; 

Which u;;s e ided iathe negative. 

Ti e ones i n was then put on the adoption of the resolution, and 
deci • i , e alive, 

Y *9 N.'ys 21. 

Tin . .. . ys being demanded by two members, 

Tin ■ i ,.t<*d in the affirmative, were 

M<-s q Bissell, Bowie, Hobson, Matson,O’Ferrall, Olmsted,. 

Richmau r. ' S ounders, 
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Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, Grant, Good- 
rell, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Kent, Leffler, 
McCraney, Ronalds, Ross, Selman, Shelleday, and Lowe, President. 

So the resolution was not adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

The « onvention resolved itself into a committee of the whole Con¬ 
vention for the further consideration of Article 2d, “Bill of Rights," 
Mr. Ross in the chair; * 

After some time spent therein the committee rose, Mr. President 
took his seat, 

And the committee by its Chairman reported the Article back to the 
Convention wiih the following amendments, to wit: 

1 st. Strike out in the second line of the 8th section between the 
words '‘in” and “inferior” the word “the.” 

2nd. Insert in the first line of the 2lst section, between the words 
“are” anfl “residents,” the words, “or who may hereafter become.” 

And 3rd. Add a new section, to oceupy the place of the 23rd sec¬ 
tion, making the twenty-third occupy that of the twenty-fourth, in the 
words following, to wit: 

“Any person who may hereafter be engaged, either directly or indi¬ 
rectly, in a duel, either as principal or accessary before the fact, shal!> 
forever be disqualified from holding any office under the Constitution 
and laws of this State.” 

On motion of Mr. Bates, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Tit* O’clock, P. M, 

Mr. Bates made a motion that the Convention concur in the amend- 
ments of the committee to the Bill of Rights. 

Pending which, 

Mr. Saunders made a motion to amend the third amendment of the 
committee, by inserting after the words ‘<any person,” in the first line-,, 
the words, “being a citizen of this State.” 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 
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Said amendment of the committee was further amended by striking 
out of the first line, ah er the word “any,”'the words “ persons be¬ 
ing a.” 

The question was then put on Mr. Bates’ motion to concur in the 
amendments of the committee, and decided in the affirmative: 

So the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. Bissell made a motion to amend-the article, by inserting a new 
seolion, in the words following, to wit: 

“ The homestead of a family, not to exceed forty acres, (not included 
in a a town or i i(y,) with the buildings thereon, n<<t exceeding in value 
four hundred dollars, or any town or city lot, with the buildings there¬ 
on, not exceeding in value four hundred dollars, shall not be subject to 
forced sale for any debts or liabilities.” 

Which, was decided in the negative, 

Yeas 5—Nays 22. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voied in the affirmative, were 

Messrs, Bates, Bissell. Claike Hubbell, and Selraan. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Bowie, Conrey, (Joop, Galland, Grant, Goodrell,Hos¬ 
kins, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Leffier, Matson, McCraney, O'Ferrall, 
Ronalds, Ross, Rtchman, Saunders, bhelleday, and Lowe, President. 

So the amenument was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Berry, 

Ordered, That the twenty-third section be placed between the fourth 
and fifth sections of said article, and the sections numbered accordingly. 

Mr Bissell made a motion to amend the first line of the eleventh sec¬ 
tion, by striking out the words “criminal offence,” and inserting the 
word “felony.” 

Which was decided in the negative, 

Yeas 5—Nays 20. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

These who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs Bissell, Galland, Goodrell, McCraney, and O'Ferrall. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bowie, Conrey, Coop, Grant, Hoskins, Hub- 
bell, Harned, Hedrick. Kent, Lefller, Matson, Ronalds, Ross, Richman, 
Saunders, Selman, Siielleday, and Lowe, President. . 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 
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Ordered, That said article be engrossed and read a third time to¬ 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

The Convention adjourned until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Thursday Morning, May 7 , 1840. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Richman oifered the following? 

Resolved, That when this Convention adjourn today, it adjoUrn to 
meet at Bloomington in the county of Muscatine on Monday next at 
12 o’clock, M. 

Mr. Ross offered the following as a substitute to said resolution: 

Resolved, That the Convention ndw in session at Iowa City, inaccor- , 
dance with an act passed by the Legislative body of this Territory for 
the purpose of framing a Constitution for the future State of Iowa, find¬ 
ing it so unhealthy at this time by the confinement of several of the 
members of this body, by sicknesfc, that it will be impossible to set here 
any longer to transact the business of the people—therefore, 

Be i* Resolved , That they do now adjourn to meet at the town of 

Fairfield in the county of Jefferson on the day of-to form said 

Constitution for the future State of Iowa. 

Mr Saunders offered to amend the substitute as follows: 

Resolved, That when this Convention.adjourn to day, that it adjourn 
to meet at Mount Pleasant, in Henry county on Monday next at 12 
o’clock, M. 

Which resolution, substitute, and amendment, gave rise to debate 
and thereupon their further consideration was laid over until to-morrow 
for discussion. 

Mr. Bates offered the following: 

Resolved, That George S. Hampton is hereby appointed Assistant 
Secretary to this Convention lor the balance of the Session. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Coop, from the committee on Suffrage and Citizenship, made 
the following report, to wit: 
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1. Every white male citizen of the United States, of the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of the State six 
months next preceding the election, and of the county in which he 
claims his vote twenty days, shall be entitled to vote at all elections 
which are now or hereafter may be authorized by law. 

2. Electors shall, in all cases except treason, felony, or breach of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest on the days of election, during their 
attendance at such election, going to, and returning therefrom. 

3. No elector shall be obliged to perform militia duty on the day of 
election, except in time of war, or public danger. 

4. No person in the military, naval, or marine service of the Uni¬ 
ted States, shall be considered a resident of this State by being sta¬ 
tioned Jp any garrison, barrack or military or naval place or station with¬ 
in this State. 

5. No idiot or insane person, or person declared infamous by act of 
the General Assembly, shall be entitled to the privileges of an elector. 

6. All elections by the people, shall be by ballot. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, 

It is ordered, That the usual number of copies of the report be prin¬ 
ted. 

Mr. Bates from the committee on Incorporations, Internal Improve¬ 
ments and State Debts made the following report, to wit: 

INCORPORATIONS. 

1. No corporate body shall be hereafter created, renewed or extend¬ 
ed, with banking or discounting privileges. 

2. The s'o kholders in all private corporations, except corporations 
for the purposes of education, charity, or religion, shall be responsible 
in their individual and private capacity for all debts and liabilities of 
every kind, incurred by such incorporation. 

3. The Legislature have the power to amend, alter or repeal all 
laws creating private incorporations. 

STATE DEBTS. 

1. The Legislature shall not in any manner create any debt or debts, 
liability or liabilities which shall singly or in the aggregate, with any 
previous debts or liabilities, exceed the sum of one hundred thousand 
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dollars, except in case of war, to repel invasion, or suppress insurrec¬ 
tion, unless the same shall be authorised by some law for some single 
object, or work to be distinctly specified therein, which law shall pro¬ 
vide ways and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of the inter¬ 
est of snch debt or liability as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge 
the principal of such debt or liability within twenty years from the 
time of the contracting thereof, and shall be irrepealable until the prin¬ 
cipal and the interest thereon shall be paid and discharged; but no 
such law shall take effect until at a general election it shall have been 
submitted to the people and have received a majority of all the votes cast 
for and against it at such election, and all money Taised by authority of 
such law shall be applied only to the specific object therein stated, or to 
the payment of the debt thereby created, and such law shall be published 
in newspapers in the State for three months preceding the election at 
which it is submitted to the people. 

On m tion of VIr. Coop, 

It is ordered, That the usual number of copies of the report be prin¬ 
ted. 

On motion of Mr. Goodrell, 

The Article on Preamble and Boundaries was taken up. 

Mr. Olmsted offered the following'amen merf: 

Beginning in the middle of the main channel ot the Mississippi river 
opposite the mouth of the Desmoines river, thence up the middle of 
the main channel of said Desmoines river to a point where it is inter¬ 
sected by the old Indian Boundary line or the line, run by John C. Sul¬ 
livan in the year 1816; thence westwardly along said line to the north¬ 
west corner of the State of Missouri; thence due west to the middle of 
the main channel of the Missouri river, thence up the middle of the 
main channel of said river to the mouth of the Sioux or Calumet river, 
thence in a direct line to the middlb of the main channel of the St. Pe¬ 
ters river where the Watonwan river enters the same, thence down the 
middle of the main channel of the said St. Peters river to the middle 
of the main channel of the Mississippi river, thence down the middle 
of the main channel of said river to the place of beginning. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

A call of the Convention was ordered. 

Whereupon it appeared that Messrs. Grant, Hauu and Tryon were 
absent. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

The further call of the Convention was dispensed with. 
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On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

Ordered, That the Article pn Preamble and Boundaries be laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, 

Ordered, That a committee of Revision be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to collect, compare, and digest the various reports of a con¬ 
stitution preparatory to their third reading. 

Messrs. Shelleday, LefHer and Clarke were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Hobson moved that the convention resolve itself into committee 
of the whole for the consideration of the Article on the Judiciary. 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Bates and Bowie be added to the committee on 
revision. 

Mr. Saunders moved that the convention adjourn until two o’clock. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday. 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to examine the old conven¬ 
tion room and report whether it will bt expedient for it to be prepared 
for the deliberations of this Convention. 

Messrs. Shelleday, Matson and Hoskins were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Shelleday from the Committee appointed to examine the old con¬ 
vention room, made a report and recommended the fitting up of the 
room for the use of this convention. 

Which, 

On mo ion of Mr. Harned, 

Was adopted. 

On motion of Mr Shelleday, 

Ordered, That the Sergeant at Arms be authorized to employ the ne¬ 
cessary help, and that he fit up the old convention room by two o’clock 
for the use of this convention. 

On motion of Mr. Bi-sell, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 
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Two O’clock, P. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Eeffler, 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the Judiciary be taken 
up for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Richman, 

Ordered, Thai the report be read by sections. 

The first section being read, 

On motion of Mr. Hubbell, 

Ordered, That that the same be amended by striking out of the secend 
line the word “other” where it occurs between the words “such” and 
“inferior” in said section. 

Mr. Dibble moved to amend the first section by striking out the 
words“and such inferior”and inserting in lieu thereof the words'Probate 
aDd Justices." 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Bowie moved to amend the report by adding the following as the 
3rd section, to wit: 

“The Governor shall nominate and by and with the advice and con¬ 
sent of two thirds of the Senate, shall appoint the Judges of the Su¬ 
preme and District Courts. 

Mr. Richman offered the following as a substitute for the amendment 
offered by Mr. Bowie—to wit: 

The Judges of the Supreme court shall be appointed by the Govern¬ 
or and confirmed by two thirds of the Senate and shall hold their office 
during good behaviour, subject to removal upon the address of two 
thirds of both branches of the Legislature to the Governor. 

Mr. Olmsted moved that the Convention adjourn until to morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbell, 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 

6 
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Friday Morning, May 8, 1846. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. LefHer from the Committee on ihe Legislative Department 
made the following Report: 

1. The Legislative authority of this State shall be vested in a Sen¬ 
ate and House of Representatives, which shall be designated the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly of the State of Iowa, and the style of their laws shall 
commence in the following manner: “Be it enacted by the General As¬ 
sembly of the State of Iowa.” 

2 The sessions of the General Assembl shall be biennial, and 
shall commence on the first Monday of December next* ensuing the 
election of its members, unless the Governor of the Stale shall in the 
interim convene the General Assembly by proclamation. 

3. The members ot the House of Representatives shall be chosen 
every second year, by the qualified electors of their respective districts, 
on the first Monday in August, whose term of ofiice shall continue two 
years from the day of the general election. 

4. No person shall be a member ef the House of Representatives 
who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years; who shall not 
be a free white male citizen of the United States; who shall not have 
been an inhabitant of this State or Territory, one year next preceding 
his election, and who shall not, ,ai the time of his election, have an ac¬ 
tual residence of thirty days in the county or district he may be cho¬ 
sen to represent. 

5. Senators shall be chosen for the term of four years, at the same 
time and place as Representatives. They shall be twenty-live years of 
age, and possess the qualifications of Representatives as to residence 
and citizenship. 

6J The number of Senators shall not be less than one third nor more 
than one hall the Representative body; and at the first session of the 
General Assembly after this constitution takes effect, the Senators shall 
be divided by lot, as equally as may be, into two classes; the seats of 
the Senators for the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the 
second year, so that one half shall be chosen every two years. 

7. When the number of Senators is increased they shall be annex- 
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ied by lot to one of the two classes, so as to keep them as nearly equal 
in number as practicable. 

8. The House of Representatives, when assembled, shall choose a 
speaker and its other officers, and the Senate shall appoint its own offi- 
cers except the President; and each body shall judge of the qualifica¬ 
tions, elections, and returns of its own members. A contested elec¬ 
tion shall be determined in such manner as shall be directed by law. 

9. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do busi¬ 
ness, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may com¬ 
pel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such 
penalties as each house may provide. 

10. Each house shall sit upon its own adjournments, keep a jour¬ 
nal of its proceedings, and publish the same; determine its rules of 
proceedings, punish members for disorderly behavior, and with the con¬ 
sent of two thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same 
offence; and shall have all other powers necessary for a branch of the 
General Assembly of a free and independent Slate. 

11. Every member of the General Assembly shall have the liberty 
to dissent from or protest against any act or resolution which he may 
think injurious to the public or an individual, and have the reasons for 
his dissent entered on the journals; and the yeas and nays of the 
members of either house, on any question shall, at the desire of any 
two members present, be entered on the journals. 

12. Senators and Representatives, in all cases except for treason, 
felony, and breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest during 
the session of the General Assembly, and in going to and returning 
from the same. 

13. When vacancies occur in either house, the governor, or the per¬ 
son exercising the functions of the Governor, shall issue writs of elec¬ 
tion to fill such vacancies. 

14. The doors of each house shall be open, except on such occa¬ 
sion as in the opinion of the house, may require secrecy. 

15. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn 
for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which they 
may be sitting. 

16. Bills may originate in either house, and be amended, altered or 
rejected by the other ; and every bill having passed both houses, shall 
be signed by the speaker and president of their respective houses. 

17. Every bill which shall have passed the general assembly shall, 
before it become a law, be presented to the Governor. Il he approve, 
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he shall sign it; hut if n<>t, he shill return it with his objections, to the 
house in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the same upon 
the journal and proceed tu reconsider it; if, alter sue h reconsideration, it 
again pass both houses by yeas and nays, by a majority of two thirds of 
the members of each house present, it shall become a law notwithstand¬ 
ing the Governor’s objections. If any bill shall not be returnd within 
three days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be 
a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the General Assem¬ 
bly by adjournment prevent such re 1 urn. 

18. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but inconsequence 
of appropriations made by law. 

19. An accurate statements of the receipts and expenditures of the 
public money shall be attached to and published with the laws, at every 
regular session of the General A-sembly. 

20. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of 
impeachment. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate. When 
sitting for that purpose, the senators shall be upon oath or affirmation, 
no pernon shall be convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of 
the members present. 

21. The Governor, lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, 
Treasurer and Judges of the Supreme and District courts, shall be li¬ 
able to impeaohmeut for any misdemeanor in office; but judgment iu 
stich cases shall not extend farther than to removal from office, and dis¬ 
qualification to ho Idany office ot honor, trust or profit undert his state; but 
the party convicted or at quitted shall nevertheless be liable and subject 
to indictment, trial and punishment, according to law. All other civil 
officers shall be tried lor misdemeanors in office in such manner as the 
General Assembly may provide. 

22. No Senator or Repiesentative shall, during the time for which 
he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of profit un¬ 
der this this state, which shall have been created, or the emoluments 
of which shall have been increased, during such term, except such of¬ 
fices as may be filled bv elections by ihe people. 

23. No person holding any lucrative office under the United States 
or this State, or any other power, shall be eligible to the General As¬ 
sembly; Provided, that, offices in the militia to which there is 
attached no annual salary, or the office of justice of the peace, or post 
masters whose per centage shall not amount to more than three hun¬ 
dred dollars, shall not be deemed lucrative. 

24. No person who may hereafter be a collector or holder of public 
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moneys shall have a seat > i either housr o e Geaehil As.«eint>ly, or be 
eligible to any offi -e oi trust ot profit ttoidvr inis si.tie until he shall 
have accounted lor, anu paid into tiie treaMtvjf, , 11 sums lor v\ i ich he 
may be aecountai- e. 

25. Each member ot the General Assetnoly shall recene a compen¬ 
sation to be fixed by law lor his services, to be. p„id out ot the treasury 
of the state. Such compensation shall n«d ex. ^cd two dollars per day 
for the period of tifiy d .ys from the commencement of the session, and 
shall not exceed the sum of one dollar per pay for the remainder of the 
session; when convened in extra session by the governor, they shall re¬ 
ceive such sum as shall be fixed for the first fifty days of the ordinary 
session. They shall also receive two dollars for every twenty miles 
they shall travel, in going to and returning from their place of meeting 
on the most usual route; provided however, that the members of the 
first legislature under this constitution, shall receive two dollars per 
day for their services during the entire session. 

26 Every law shall embrace but one object, which shall be express¬ 
ed in tbe title. 

27. No law of the General Assembly, of a public nature, shall take 
effect until the same shall be published and circulated in the -everal 
counties of this Slate by authority ; If the General Assembly shall 
deem any law of immediate importance, they may provide that the same 
shall take effect by publication in newspapers in the state. 

28. No divorce shall be granted by the General Assembly. 

29. No lottery shall be authorized by this State, nor shall the sale 
of lottery tickets be allowed. 

30. Members of the General Assembly shall, before they enter upon 
the duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the following 
oath or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may 
be) that I will support the constitution of the United States and the 
constitution of the State of Iowa, and that I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of Senator (or Representative as the case may be) according to 
the best of my ability;” and members elect of the General Assembly are 
hereby empowered to administer to each other the said oath or affir¬ 
mation. 

31. Within two years after the first meetiug of the General Assem¬ 
bly under this constitution, and within every subsequent tqrm of four 
years for the term of sixteen years, an enumeration of all the white in¬ 
habitants of this state shall be made, in such manner as shall be direct¬ 
ed by law. The uumber of Senators and Representatives shall, at the 
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first regular session of the legislature after such an enumeration, be 
fixed by law, and apportioned among the several counties according to 
the number of white inhabitants in each ; and the house of representa¬ 
tives shall never be less than twenty-six, nor greater than thirty-nine,, 
until the number of white inhabitants shall be one hundred and seven¬ 
ty-five thousand; and after that event, at such ratio that the whole num¬ 
ber of Representatives shall never be less than thirty-nine nor exceed¬ 
ing seventy-two. 

32. When a senatorial and representative district shall be composed 
of two or more counties, it shall not be entirely separated by any coun¬ 
ty belonging to another district; and no county shall be divided in 
forming a senatorial or representative district. 

33. In all elections by the General Assembly, the members thereof 
shall vote viva voce, and the votes shall be entered on the journal. 

34. For the first ten years after the organization of the government, 

the annual salary of the Governor shall, not exceed-dollars; Sec¬ 
retary pf state-dollars ; Treasurer,-dollars ; Auditor,- 

dollars; Judges of the Supreme and District courts, each,-dol¬ 

lars. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bowie, 

Ordered that forty copies be printed. 

Mr. Leffler from the committee on Education and School Lands made 
the following report, to wit. 

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS. 

1. The Legislature, by joint vote, may appoint a Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, who shall hold his office for three years, and whose 
duties shall be prescribed by law, and who shall receive such compen¬ 
sation as the Legislature may direct. 

2. The Legislature shall encourage, by all suitable means, the pro¬ 
motion o( intellectual, scientific, moral, and agricultural improvement. 
The proceeds of all lands that have been or hereafter may be granted 
by the United States to this State, for the support of schools, which 
shall herealter be sold or disposed of, and the five hundred thousand 
acres of land granted to the new States, under an act of Congress distri¬ 
buting the proceeds of the public lands among the several States of the 
Union, approved A D 1841, and all estates of deceased persons, who 
may have died without leaving a will, or heirs, and also such per cent. 
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as may be granted by Congress on the sale of lands in this State, shall 
be and remain a perpetual fund, the interest ol which, together with all 
the rents of the unsold lands, shall be inviolably appropriated to the 
support of common schools throughout the State. 

3. I'he Legislature shall, provide for a system of common schools, 
by which a school shall be kept up and supported in each school dis¬ 
trict, at least three months in every year,- and any school district ne¬ 
glecting to deep up and support such a school, may be deprived of its 
equal proportion of the interest of the public fund during such neglect. 

4. As soon as the circumstances of the State will permit, the Legis¬ 
lature shall provide for the establishment of libraries—one at least in 
each township; and the moneys which shall be paid by persons as an 
equivalent for exemption from military duty, and the clear proceeds of 
all fines assessed in the several counties lor any breach oi. the penal 
laws, shall be exclusively applied to the support of said libraries. 

5. The Legislature shall take measures for the protection, improve¬ 
ment, or other disposition of such lands as have been, or may hereafter 
be, reserved or granted by the United States, or.any person or persons, 
to this State, lor the use of a University ; and the funds accruing from 
the rents or sale of such lands, or from any other source, lor the pur¬ 
pose aforesaid, shall be and remain a permanent fund for the support of 
said University, with such branches as the public convenience may 
hereafter demand, for the promotion of literature, the arts and sciences, 
as may be authorized by the terms of such grant. And it shall be the 
duty of the Legislature, as soon as may be, to provide effectual means 
for the improvement and permanent security of the funds ol said Uni¬ 
versity. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, 

Ordered, That forty copies be printed. 

The consideration of the report of the Judiciary Department was re¬ 
sumed. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the report »f the Judicia¬ 
ry Department be postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. Bissell moved that the resolutions offered yesterday in relation 
to the adjournment of this Convention to other places, be Indefinitely 
postponed. 

Which was decided in the affirmative! 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 
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The report of the committee on Preamble and Boundaries, was ta¬ 
ken from the table. 

On motion of ' r O’Ferrali, 

A call ot the Conventi n was ordered. 

Whereupon, it appeared that Messrs. Grant, Haun, Olmsted, and 
Tryon, were absent. 

Messrs. Oimstedand Tryon appeared in their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Steele, 

The further call of the Convention was dispensed with. 

The Report of the committee on Preamble and Boundaries, being un¬ 
der consideration ; 

The question being on the amendment offered by Mr. Olmsted on yes- 
day, 

Mr. Saunders offered to amend this amendment as follows: 

Insert after the words “Calumet river,” the fullow ing, “thence up the 
middle of the main channel ot the same, to the 44th degree of North la¬ 
titude, thence East with said 44th degree of North latitude, to the mid¬ 
dle of the main channel of the Mi-si-sippi river, thence down the mid¬ 
dle of the main channel of the same to the place of beginning ” 

The question being on the amendment to the amendment, and 

The yeas and nays being demanded, were as follow : 

Yeas 3—Nays 27. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Clarke, Conery, and Saunders. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Coop, Dibble, Galland, Good- 
rell, Hoskins, Hubbell, Harried, Hedrick. Hobson, Kent, Leffler, Mat- 
son, Mct'raney, O'Ferrali, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Richman, Steele, 
Selman, Shelleday, Tryon, and Mr. President: 

The amendment to the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the amendment offered by Mr. Olm¬ 
sted. 

The yeas and nays were demanded by two members, and were as 
follow : 

Yeas 22—Nays 8. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Conery, Coop, Goodrell, Hub- 
bell, Harned, Hedrick, Kent, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, O'Ferrali, 
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Olmsteu, Uunalds, Ross, Rich man, Saunders, Tryon, and Mr. Presi¬ 
dent. 

Those vyhn voted m the negative, are 

Messrs. Clarke, Dibble, Galland, Hoskins, Hobson, Steele, Selman, 
and Shelleday. 

So ilie amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Ronalds moved to amend by striking out the word “opposite.” 
insert “due east of.” 

Which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, 

Ordered, That the report'be engrossed and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on Revision. 

On motion of Mr. Leffler, 

Ordered, That the rules be suspended, and that the report of the com¬ 
mittee on Education aud Sclio d Lands be now taken up for considera¬ 
tion. 

Which report was read a second time. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend by striking out the word “Legisla¬ 
ture,” wherever it occurs, and insert the words “General Assembly.” 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the first section by striking out the 
words, “ by joint vote may appoint,” and insert, “shall provide for the 
election by the people of.” 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Harned moved to amend the second section, as follows: 

Strike out the word “ have,” in the seventh line of the second section, 
so as to read of deceased persons who may die, See. 

Mr. Saunders moved to amend the amendment by striking out the 
word “deceased,” in the seventh line. 

Which was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment offered by Mr. Har¬ 
ned. 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Dibble offered to amend the report as follows: 

After the word “ lands” tenth line, insert “and such other means as 
the General Assembly may provide.” 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Coop offered to amend the second section by inserting after .the 
word “ State,” in the tenth line, the following : 

“All monies paid«as an equivalent for exemption from military duty ; 
.7 
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and the clear proceeds of all lines assessed in the several counties for 
any breach of the penal law-e- of the State.” 

On which the yeas and nays were demanded, and were as follow : 

Yeas 8 Nays 18. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Coop, Galland, Kent, Olmsted. Ross, Steele, and Mr. 
President. 

Those who voted in the negative, w'ere 

Messrs. Bat. s, Clarke, Conery, Dibble Goodrell, Hoskins, Hubbell, 
Harned, Hednck, Hobson, Lelher, Matson, Ronalds, Richman, Saun¬ 
ders. Selinan, Shelleday, and Tiyon. 

' So the amendment was not agreed to. 

INI r. Try on moved to amend the third section by striking out the word 
“may,” in the fourth line, and inserting the word “shall.” 

Mr. Selinan moved that the Convention adjourn until two o’clock, 
P. M. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

The question then recurring on the amendment offered by Mr. Try- 
on. 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Hubbell moved to amend the report by striking out the word 
“Township,” and inserting “precinct,” wherever it occurs. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the amendment by inserting before the 
word “township” the word “organized.” 

Which was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the amendment offered by Mr. Hub¬ 
bell. 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Ross moved to amend by inserting before the word township;, 
the words “organized Congressional.’ 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion ol Mr. Steele, 

TJie Convention adjourned until lw .. clock, P. M. 
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Two O’clock, P. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the report of the comp 
mittee on Education and School Lands. 

Mr. Bates moved to amend the report by striking out the fourth sec¬ 
tion, and inserting the following, to wit: 

“ The money which shall be paid by persons as an equivalent for ex¬ 
emption from military duty, aid the clear proceeds of all fines collected 
in the several counties for any breach of the penal laws, 6hall be exclu¬ 
sively applied, in the several counties in which such money is paid on¬ 
line collected, among the several school districts of said counties, in the 
proportion to the number of inhabitants in such districts, to the support 
of common schools, or the establishment of libraries, as the General As¬ 
sembly shall from time to time provide by law.” 

Which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Coop, 

Ordered, That the report be engrossed and referred to the committee 
on Revision. 

Mr. Coop moved a reconsideration of the vote ordering the report on 
Education and School Lands to be engrossed and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on Revision. 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend the filth section, by inserting after the 
word “and,” in the third line, ‘interest of.” 

Which w as agreed to. 

Mr. Shelleday moved a reconsideration of the vote amending the filth 
section. 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

He then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend the fifth section by striking out the 
word “for,” in the fifth line, and inserting “the interest of which shall 
be applied to.” 

Which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick, 

Ordered, That the report be engrossed and referred to the committee 
ob Revision. 
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The report of the committee on Suffrage and Citizenship, being in or¬ 
der, was taken up. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend the sixth section by striking out the 
words “ by ballot,” and inserting "‘viva voce.” 

On.which the yeas and nays was demanded by two members, 

Which were ordered, and were as follow : 

Yeas 7—Nay8 22. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Harned, Olmsted, Saunders, Selman, Shelleday, and 
Tryon 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Clarke, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gal- 
land, Goodrell, Hoskins, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Leffler. Matson, 
McCraney, O'Ferrall, Ronalds, Ross, Richman, Steele, and Mr. Presi¬ 
dent. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Ross offered the following amendment: 

“ Sec. 2. That all white foreigners who have resided in this state 
twelve months, and who have declared their intentions to become citi¬ 
zens of the United States, shall be entitled to the right of suffrage.” 

Mr. Tryon offered the following as a substitute to said amendment, to 
wit: 

“ Sec. 2. All white aliens, who shall have resided in any county or 
district the time prescribed by section first, and shall have taken an oath 
of allegiance shall be entitled to the right of suffrage.” 

On which the yeas and nays being demanded by two members, and 
were as follow : 

Yeas 14—Nay si 4. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, Hoskins, Hedrick, Kent, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, 
O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Saunders, Steele, Selman, Shelleday, and Tryon. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Conery, Coop, Dibble,Galland,Goodrell, Hub- 
bell, Harned, Hobson, Ronalds, Ross, Richman, and Mr. President. 

So the substitute to the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment offered by Mr. Ross. 

Pending which, 

Mr. Bowie moved a call of the Convention. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to lay the report upon the table. 
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Upon which the yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 
were as follow : 

Yeas 13-Nays 15. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Berry, Conery, Hoskins, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Mat- 
son, Saunders, Steele, Selman, Shelleday, Try on, and Mr. President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Bowie, Coop, Dibble, Galland, Goodrell, Hobson, 
Kent, Leffler, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, and Rich- 
man. So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. Richman moved to amend the amendment by striking out the 
words “one year,’ and inserting “three months.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 
were as follow: 

Yeas 4—Nays 25. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bowie, Harned, Richman, and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clarke, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gal¬ 
land, Goodrell, Hoskins, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Leffler, Matson, 
McCraney, O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Saunders, Steele, Sel¬ 
man, Tryon, and Mr. President. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Ross. 

Upon which the yeas and nays being demanded by two members,and 
were as follow: 

Yeas 10—Nays 18. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Clarke, Conery, Coop, Kent, Leffler, McCra- 
ney, O’Ferrall, and Ross. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bissell, Bowie, Dibble, Galland, Goodrell, Hoskins, Harned, 
Hedrick, Hobson, Matson, Ronalds, Richman, Saunders, Steele, Sel¬ 
man, Shelleday, Tryon, and Mr. President. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Tryon moved to lay the report on the table. 

' Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Tryon rahved to postpone the further consideration of the first 
section, and that the same be made the order of the day for to-morrow. 





54 


JOURNAL OF 


Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Richman offered the following amendment to the fifth section: 

Strike out the words “declared infamous by act of the General As¬ 
sembly,” and insert, “convicted of any infamous crime.” 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Dibble moved to amend the fifth section, by striking out the 
words “ idiot or insane person.” 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, 

Ordered, That the report be engrossed and referred to the committee 
on Revision. 

Mr. Bissell, from the committee on the Executive Department, made 
the following report: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1. The supreme executive power of this State shall be vested in a 
Chief Magistrate,who shall be styled the Governor oi the State of Iowa. 

2. The Governor shall be elected by the qualified electors, at the 
time and place for voting for members of the Legislature, and shall hold 
his office two years from the time of his installation, and until his suc¬ 
cessor shall be qualified. 

3. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor, who is not 
a citizen of the United States, been a resident of the State two years 
next preceding the eleotion, and who has not attained the age of thirty 
years at the time of said election, 

4. The returns of every election for Governor shall be sealed up and 
transmitted to the seat of government, directed to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, who shall, during the first week of the ses¬ 
sion, open and publish them in presence of both houses of the General 
Assembly. The person having the highest number of votes shall be 
Governor ; but in case any two or more have an equal and the highest 
number of votes, the Legislature shall, by joint ballot, choose one of 
said persons so having an equal and the highest number of votes, for 
Governor. 

5. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the militia, the ar¬ 
my, and navy, of this State. 

6. He shall transact all executive business with the officers of Go¬ 
vernment, civil and military, and may require information' in writing 
from the officers of the Executive Department, upon any subject rela¬ 
ting to.the duties of their respective offices. 
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77. He shall take care that the laws be faithiully executed. 

8. When any office shall from any cause become vacant, and no mode 
is provided by the constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, the 
Governor shall have power to fill such vacancy, by granting a commis¬ 
sion, which shall expire at the end of the next session of the Legisla¬ 
ture, or at the next election by the people. 

9. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the Legislature 
by proclamation,'and shall state to both houses, when assembled, the 
purpose for which they shall have been convened. 

10. He shall communicate by message to the Legislature, at eve¬ 
ry session, the condition of the State, and recommend such matters as he 
shall deem expedient. 

11. In case of disagreement between the two bouses, with respect 
to the time of ai^journment, the Governor shall have power to adjourn 
the Legislative Assembly to such time as he may think proper; provir 
ded it be not to a period beyond the next meeting of the Legislature. 

12. No pei-son who is a member of Congress, or holding any other 
office under the United States or this State, shall execute the office of 
Governor. 

13. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, 
and commute punishments after conviction, except ia cases of impeach¬ 
ment, in such manner and upon such conditions as may be prescribed 
by law. 

14. The Governor shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a 
compensation which shall neither be increased nor diminished during 
the time for which he shall have been elected. 

15. There shall be a seal of this Stale, which shall be kept by the 
Governor, and used by him officially, and shall be called the Great Seal 
of the State of Iowa. 

16. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and by the 
authority of the people of the Slate of Iowa, sealed with the seal, sign¬ 
ed by the Governor, and countersigned by the Secretary of State. 

17. A Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, and Treasu¬ 
rer, shall be elected by the qualified electors, at the time and place of 
voting for Governor, who shall continue in office two years. The Se¬ 
cretary of State shall keep a fair register of all the official acts of the 
Governor, and shall, when required, lay the same, together with all 
papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, before either branch of 
the Legislature, and ehall perform such other duties as shall be assigi£ 
£d him by law. 
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18. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, his removal from 
office, death, resignation, or absence Irom the state, the powers and du¬ 
ties of the office shall devolve upon the Secretary of State, until such 
disability shall cease, lor the vacancy be filled. 

19. If, during the vacancy of the office of Governor, the Secretary 
of State shall be impeached, displaced, resign, die, or be absent from 
the State, the pow ers and duties of the office of Governor shall devolve 
upon the President of the Senate ; and should a vacancy occur by im¬ 
peachment, death, resignation, or absence from the State, of the Presi¬ 
dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall 
act as Governor till the vacancy be filled. 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Ronalds, 

Ordered, That the usual number of copies be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Goodrell, 

The Convention adjourned until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Saturday Morning:, May 9, 1§16. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bates from the committee on Engrossments reported the article 
on Preamble and Boundaries, correctly engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Incorporations and State Debts, be¬ 
ing in order was taken up. 

Which w'as read a second time, 

Mr. Richman offered the following amendment: 

Amend by striking out the first, second and third sections of the re¬ 
port upon incorporations and insert 

‘•Whereas, all sovereignty resides in the people, and the creation of 
a corporate body is one of the highest acts of sovereignty, therefore, 
this Convention conclude, that the people have the right, through their 
rspresentatives, to grant such corporate privileges as may be deemed 
conducive to the public good.” 

» On motion of Mr. Leffler, 

Ordered, That the report be laid on the table and made the order of 
the day for Tuesday next. 
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The report of the committee on the Legislative Department being in 
order, was taken up. 

Which was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, 

The Convention resolved itself into committee of the whole on said 
report, Mr. Saunders in the chair, 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and by their 
chairman reported progress and asked leave to sit again, 

Which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Try on, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clook, P. M. 


Two O’clock, P. HI. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick, 

The Convention resolved itself into committee of the whole, for the 
further consideration of the report of the committee on the Legislative 
Department; Mr. Saunders in the chair. 

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and by their 
chairman reported the same back with the following amendments: 

1st. Strike-out of the 8th section the following words, “except the 
president.” 

2nd. Insert in the 16th se tion after the words “House” in the 1st 
line, the following: “except bills tor revenue which shall always origin¬ 
ate in the House of Representatives.” 

3rd. Insert in the 17th section after the word “him” in the 8th line, 
the words “Sunday excepted.” 

4th. Strike out of the 21st section the words “Lieut enan$ Governor.” 

5th. Insert in the 23r section, after the word “dollars” in the 5th 
line, the words “per annum.” 

6th. Strike out all after he word “whose” in the 4th line of the 
23rd section, to the word 'hundred” in the 5th line, and insert “com¬ 
pensation doesnot exceed one.” 

7th. Strike out of the 25th section in the 10th line, the word “Leg¬ 
islature” and insert “General Assembly.” 

8 
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8th. Add to the-26th section, after the word “title” in the 2nd line, 
the following.: 

“And whenever any law is in any way changed or amended the sec¬ 
tion or sections so altered or amended shall be entirely re-enacted.” 

9th. Strike out of the 3lst section the words'“two years” in the 1st 
line, and insert “one year,’* 

10th. Insert in the3*2d section in the 1st line, the word “Congres¬ 
sional” between “a” and “Senatorial,” and also insert in the 3rd line, 
the word “Congressional” between “a” and “Senatorial.” 

Mr. Shelleday moved that the question on the amendments reported 
to the 17th and 26th sections be considered separately; 

Wnich was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the 17th section by striking out the 
words “of two thirds,” where they occur in the 6th line, 

Upon which the yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 
were as follows: 

Yeas 8—Nays 20. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Bowie, Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Richman, 
Saunders and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clarke, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gal- 
land, Hoskins, Kent, Leffler, Matson, Met raney, Olmsted, Ronalds, 
Ross, Steele, elman, Try on and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend the 17th section by adding the fol¬ 
lowing : 

“After any law of a general nature has passed both branches of the 
General Assembly, & shall have been vetoed by the Governor, it may be 
submitted to the people at the next general election, and if it shall re¬ 
ceive a majority of all the votes cast for and against it, the same shall 
becoqe a law, notwithstanding the Governor’s objections.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were demanded by two members, 
and were as follows : 

Yeas 14—Nays 14. 

Those who voted in the'affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bissell, Bowie, Conery, Dibble, Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick, 
Hobson, Olmsted, Ronalds, Richman, Saunders, Selman, and Shelle¬ 
day. 

Those who voted in the negative, w r ere. 
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Messrs. Bates, Berry, Clarke, Coop, Galland, Hoskins, Kent, Leffler, 
Matson, McCraney, Koss, Steele, Tryon and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Tryon, 

A call of the Convention was had, when it appeared that Messrs. 
Grant, Haun, and Hubbell were absent. 

On motion of Mr. Tryon, 

Mr. Grant was excused from attendance. 

Mr. Bissell moved to excuse Messrs. Haun and Hubbell. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Messrs. Haun and Hubbell appearing in their places. 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick, 

The further call of the Convention was dispensed with. 

Mr. Saunders moved to amend the 17th section as follows : 

Strike out all after *he words “majority of” to the word “it” in the 
6th line, and insert “all the members elect to each House.” 

Mr. Bissell moved to adjourn until Monday next, 9 o’clock, A. M. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the amendment offered by Mr. Saun¬ 
ders to the 17th section. 

Upon which the yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 
were as follows: 

Yeas 12—Nays 19. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bo^ie, Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, 
O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Richman, Saunders, and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bissell, Clarke, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, Haun, Hos¬ 
kins, Hubbell, Kent, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, Ronalds, Ross, 
Steele, Selman, Tryon, and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick, 

The Convention adjourned until Monday next, 10 o’clock. 
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Monday Morning;, Slay II, 1846. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Matson offered the following: 

“Whereas, In the opinion of this Convention, it is all important that 
the Constitution formed here at this time, be so framed as to meet with 
the approbation of a majority of the electors of this Territory, therefore 

Resolved, That a committee of three be added to the Supervisory 
committee, whose duty shall be to enquire into the sectional feelings on 
the different parts of a Constitution, and to report such alterations as to 
them appears most likely to obviate the various objections that may op- 
perate against the adoption of this Constitution.” 

Which was adopted. 

Messrs. Matson, Saunders and Kent, were appointed said commit¬ 
tee. 

The further consideration of the report of the committee on the Leg¬ 
islative Department was resumed. 

The question, being on concurring in the amendment made in com¬ 
mittee of the whole to the 26th section. 

Was decided in the negative. 

The question was then put upon concurring in the other amendments 
reported by the committee respectively in their order and decided upon 
all of them in the affirmative. 

Mr. Grant moved to amend the 32nd section by inserting the word 
“or” between “Congressional” and “Senatorial” in the 1st line. 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Ronalds moved to amend the 34lh section by filling the first 
blank by inserting “1100.” 

Mr. Ross moved to insert “800.” 

Mr. Steele moved to insert “1000.” 

The question being on the amendment offered by Mr. Ronalds, was 
put, and decided in the negative. 

The question then being on inserting “1000,’’the yeas and nays were 
demanded by two members, and were as follows *. 

Yeas 23—Nays 7. ' 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
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Messrs. Bates, Berry, B wie, Clarke. Galland, Grant, Goodreil, 
Haun, Ho>kins, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Matson, 
McCran.y, O’Ferrall, Ronalds, Richman, Saunders, Steele, Selman 
and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bissell, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Leffler, Ross, and Lowe, 
President. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Steele moved to amend the 34th section by filling the next three 
blanks with “500 ’ each. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Clarke moved to amend the 34th section by filling the blank af¬ 
ter the words “Secretary of State,” with “500.'’ 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hubbell moved to amend the 34th section by filling the blank 
after the word “Treasurer,” with “500.” 

Mr. Ross moved to insert “400.” 

The question being on the amendment offered by Mr. Hubbell, was 
put and decided in the negative. 

The question then being on the amendment offered by Mr. Ross, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hubbell moved to amend the 34th section by inserting in the 
blank, “800,” after the word “Auditor.” 

Mr. Ross moved to insert “500.” 

Mr. Shelleday moved to insert “700.” 

The question being on the amendment offered by Mr. Hubbell, 

Was decided in the negative. 

The question then being on the amendment offered by Mr. Shelleday, 

On which the yeas and nays were demanded by two members and 
were as follows : 

Yeas 7—Nays 23. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, Goodreil, Hubbell, 0’Fer«-all, Richman, Shelleday, 
and Lowe, President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gal¬ 
land, Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Leffler, 
Matson, McCraney, Ronalds, Ross, Saunders, Steele and Selman. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Bates moved to fill the blank by inserting “600.” 
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On which the yeas and nays were demand by two members, and 
were as follows, 

Yeas 17—Nays 13. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bowie, Clark, Conery Dibble, Galland, Good- 
rell, Hubbell, Kent, McCraney, O'Ferrall, Ronalds, Richman, Saun¬ 
ders, Shelleday and Lowe, President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
f Messrs. Bissell, Coop, Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Hamed, Hedrick, 
Hobson, Leffler, Matson, Ross, Steele and Selman. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Bowie moved to amend the 34th section by filling the blank af¬ 
ter the word “each,” with “1200.” 

Mr. Coop moved to insert “1000.” 

Mr. Hedrick moved to insert “800.” 

Mr. Leffler called for a division of the question. 

Mr. Ronalds, moved to postpone the question on the salary of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court until the Article on the Judiciary be ta¬ 
ken up, 

Which was decided in the negative. 

The question then being on the Salary of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, in filling the blank with “1200.” 

On which the yeas and nays were demanded by two members, and 
were as follows: 

Yeas 3 —Nays 27. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bowie, O’Ferrall and Richman. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, 
Grant, Goodrell, Ilaun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hamed, Hedrick, Hobson, 
Kent, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, Ronalds, Ross, Saunders, Steele, 
Selman, Shelleday and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment waenot agreed to. 

.The question then being on the amendment offered by Mr. Coop. 

On which the yeas and nays were demanded by two members, and 
were as follows : 

Yeas 20—Nays 10. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Bowie, Coop, Dibble, Grant, Goodrell, Haun, Hos^ 
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kins, Hubbell, Harned, Hobson, Kent, Matson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, 
Ronalds, Ross, Richman, Steele, and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Galland, Hedrick, Leffler,. 
Saunders, Selman and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then being on the second division w hich relates to the 
salary of the Judges of the District Court. 

Mr. Bowie, by leave of v the convention withdrew the amendment 
offered by him. 

The question then being On filling the blank with “1 00.” 

On which the ye<>s and nays were demanded by two members and 
were as follows: 

Yeas 29-Nays 1. 

Those who voied in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, 
Galland, Grant, Guodreli, Haun, Hokins, Hubbell, Harned, Hobson, 
Kent, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, U : Ferrall, Roqalds, Ross, Richman, 
Saunders, Steele, Selman, Shelleday, and Lowe, President, ( 

Mr. Hedrick voting in the negative, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend tbe 31st section by striking out the word 
“four,” and inserting ihe word “two.” 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Ronalds moved to amend the Report by placing the 18th sec¬ 
tion between the 24th and 25th sections. 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the 31st section by striking out the word 
“sixteen” in the 3rd line, and insert the word “eight,” 

Which was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, 

Ordered, That the report be engrossed and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on Revision. 

On motion of Mr. Leffler, 

The vote just taken was reconsidered. 

Mr. Leffler moved to amend the report by adding as the first section, 
the following: 

“ OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

1. The powers of the government of Iowa shall be divided intothre* 
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separate departments, the Legislative,^the Executive, and Judicial, and 
no person charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging to 
one ol these departments, shall exercise anj function appertaining to 
either ol the others, except in the cases hereinafter expressly directed 
or permitted.” 

Which was agreed to. 

On motion el Mr. Haun, 

Ordered, Tnat the report be engrossed and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on Revision. 

On million of Mr. Richman, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Two O’clock, I*. !W. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The report on the Judicial Department,being in order, was taken up 
and the consideration thereof resumed. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr. Ricliman, to the amendment offered by Mr. Bowie, to the third 
section; 

And decided in the negative, 

Yeas none—Nays 27, 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, , 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were none. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Bissell, Clarke, Conrey, Coop, Dibble, G^iland,Good* 
rell, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Lefiler, 
Matson, U’Ferrall, Ronalds, Ross, Richman, Saunders, Steele, Selman, 
Shelleday, and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. 
Bowie, so far as it relates to the Judges of the Supreme Court$ 

And decided in the negative, 

Yeas 10—Nays 20. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Messrs. Berry, Bowie, Conrey, Galland, Hobson, Kent, Richman, 
Saunders, Shelleday, and Lowe, President. 
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Those whp voted in the negative, are 

Messrs. Bates, Bissell, Clark. Coop, Dibble, Grant, Goodiell, Haun, 
Hoskins, Hubbell, Harued, Hedrick, Lefiler, Matson, McCraney, 
O’Ferrall, Ronalds, Russ, Sttele, and Selman. 

So ihe amendment, so lar as relates to Judges of the Supreme Court, 
was rejected. 

The question was then put on the amendment, so far as it relates 
to Judges of the District Court; 

And decided in the negative, 

Yeas 5—Nays 25. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Thosa who voted in tne atfiimative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Bowie, Hobsou, Ronalds, and Richman. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Bis<ell, Clark, Conrey, Coop, Dibble, Galland, Grant, 
Goodrell, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Kent, Lefiler, 
Matson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Ross, Saunders, Steele, Selman, Shelle- 
day, and Lowe, President. 

So the araendimnt was rejected. 

Mr. G >odrell made a motion to amend the third section, by inserting 
in the seventh line, alter the word “salaries,” the words following,, to 
wit : 

“The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected by joint ballot 
of both bouses of the General Assembly, and shall bold their olliees for 
the term of live years, and until their successors are elected and quali¬ 
fied.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 15 —Nays 15. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members. 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Berry, Conrey, Dibble, Galland, Grant, Goodrell, Hubbell, 
Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Lefiler, Ronalds, Snelleday, and Lowe, 
President. 

Those who voted in the negative., were 

Messrs. Bates, Bissell, Bowie, Clark, Coop, Haun, Hoskins, Mat- 
son, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Ross, Richman, Saunders, Steele, and Sel¬ 
man. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Bates made a motion to amend the third section by striking out 
9 
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the wnitd “ to,” in the first line, and insert instead thereof, the word) 
* shall r" 

W hit li was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Bates made a motion to amend the third section, by striking out 
sll atier the word “to,” ia the second line to the word “ hold,” in the 
fourth line, and insert : 

“ They shall hold session* of the Supreme Court at the Seat of Go¬ 
vernment at such times as may be fixed by law and shall.” 

Which was decided in ti e negative. 

Mr. Hubbell made a motion to amend the third section, by striking 
“five” out of the sixth line, and insert instead thereof the word “ten.” 

Mr. Hedrick made a motion to amend the motion of Mr. Hubbell by 
striking nut all after the word “qualified,” in the filth line, to the word 
“salaries,” in the sixth and seventh lines inclusive. 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. hichman made a motion to amend the third section,, by striking 
out the words “general election f r State officers,” in the second line, 
and insert the words “special elec'ion for that purpose.” 

Mr. Haun made a motion to amend the motion of Mr. Richman, by: 
adding at the end of the words proposed to be inserted, the words “un¬ 
less a general election shall he convenient and ensuing, then at a gen¬ 
eral election.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. Richman; 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Bow ie, 

The second line of the third section was amended by striking out the 
word “to,” where it occurs between the words “officers” and “hold,” 
and insert the words “and shall.” 

Mr. Richman made a motion to amend the third section, as follows, 
to wit : 

Strike out thO word “five,” in the fourth line, and insert the word 
“seven.” Insert after the word “qualified,” in the fifth line, “and shall 
be ineligible two terms in accession, and shall be ineligible to any 
other office during the term for which they may be elected.” 

A division of the question was olden d. 

The question being on the adoption of the first clause of the amend¬ 
ment, 

Mr. Ross made a motion to amend the amenhment by inserting “six’” 
instead, of 1 seven.” 
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Which was decided in the negative. 

The question was then put on the first clause of the amendment of 
Mr. Richman, 

Ami decided in the negative. 

So the Convention refused to strike out five and insert seven. 

The question was then pul on the second clause of the amendment, 
to wit : 

Insert after the word “qualified,” in the fifth line,the words “and 
shall be ineligible two terms in succession.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

The question was then put on the last clause of the amendment, to 
wit: 

“And shall be ineligible to any other office during the term for which 
they m y be elected.” 

And decided in the affirmative. 

So the last clause was adopted. 

Mr. Shelleday made a motion to amend the third line of the third sec¬ 
tion, by striking out the words “as the Judges may choose,” and insert 
the words “as the General Assembly may direct.” 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Goodrell, 

The second line of the fourth section was amended by inserting after 
the word “resides,” the words “at a general election for Township offi¬ 
cers.” 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the fourth section, by striking out all 
after the word “resides,” in the second line, to the end of the third line, 
and insert the following: 

“And two Associate Judges in each organized county, who shall be 
elected by the qualified voters of their respective counties, and they 
shall hold their offices for a term of five years, and until iheir successors 
are elected and qualified. The District Judge alone, or the Associate 
Judges in his absence, shall be competent to hold court.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend the third section as follows : 

Strike out from the commencement of the third line to the word‘ at,” 
in the same line, and insert the words “lime and” before “place” in that 
line. 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Richman moved to amend the fourth section, by inserting after 
the word “quailfied,” in the third line, the following: 
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“And shall be ineligible to any other office during the term for which 
he may be elected.” 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Ronalds moved to amend the fourth section, by striking out the 
first part of the second line to the word “and,” and insert the words, 
“joint ballot of both houses of the General Assembly.” 

On which the ye«s and nays were demanded by two members and 
were as follow : 

Teas 4—Nays 25. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Gallahd, Goodr'ell, Hobson, and Ronalds. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, 
Grant. Haun, Hoskins, Harned, Hedrick, Kent, Ltfiler, Matson, McCra- 
ney, O’Ferrall, Ross, Rtchman, Saunders, Steele, Selman, Shelleday, 
and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to strike out the fifth section, 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Bissell moved to amend the report by striking out the fifth, sixth 
and eighth sections, and inserting the following: 

“The qualified voters of each county, shall, at the general election, 
elect one Judge of Probate, one Prosecuting Attorney, and one Clerk 
of the District * ourt, who shall he residents thereof, and who shall hold 
their severa! offices for the term of two years,and until their successors 
are elected and qualified.” 

Mr. helleday called for a division of the question. 

The question being on striking out the fifth, sixth, and eighth sec¬ 
tions, was put, 

And decided in the affirmative. 

The question then being on inserting, 

Mr. Shelleday called lor a division of the question 5 

And the question was then put on that part of the amendment which 
relates to the Judge of Probate, 

And decided in the affirmative. 

The question was then put on that part of the amendment which re¬ 
lates to Prosecuting Attorney, 

And decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Steele moved to amend the amendment, by striking out the word 
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“two,” and inserting “four,’ so far as the same relates to the Clerk of 
the District Court. 

Which was not agreed to. 

The question was then put on that part of the amendment which re¬ 
lates to the Clerk of the District Court, 

And decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hedrick made a motion to amend the seventh section, by stri¬ 
king out of the first line, tiie words “each Judicial District,” aud in¬ 
sert the words “ this State.” 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Goodrell, 

The seventh section was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

Ordered, That the article on the Judicial department, as amended,be 
referred to a select committee. 1 

Messrs. Shelleday, LefHer, and Hoskins, were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Ordered, That the article ill the old Constitution in regard toamend- 
snents be printed for the use of this Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick,, 

The Convention adjoprned until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuesday morning, May 12, 1840. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bates from the committee on engrossment reported as correctly 
engrossed the several Articles on Suffrage and Citizenship, Education 
and School Lands and Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Matson offered the following : 

“ Whereas, In the opinion of this convention, it is their duty, as ser¬ 
vants of the people, alter having performed the labors assigned them, 
in the best manner they could, under all the circumstances, to return 
the fruits of that labor with their reasons for doing it as they have; and 
with their view3 as the framers of the instrument, of its ability to ac¬ 
complish the great object for whicbit is designed, therefore 

Resolved, That a committee of-be appointed to draft an address to 
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the people of this Territory, explanatory of the views of this Conven¬ 
tion, on the various parts of this Constitution, and the propriety of its 
being adopted as their fundamental law.” 

Which gave rise to debate and was laid over for one day. 

Mr. Steele, offered the following: 

“ Resolved , That tire Rules of this Convention be so amended that no 
member shall have a right to speak more than once to a question, or 
more than ten minutes at a time,either in Convention or in committee of 
the whole, without leave of the Convention.” 

Which gave rise to debate and was laid over for one day. 

Mr. Selman offered the following: 

“ Resolved , That this convention adjourn sine die on Mouday the 18th 
instant.” 

Which gave rise to debate and was laid over for one day. 

Mr. Coop having obtained leave of the Convention made the follow¬ 
ing report. 

MILI ! IA. 

1. The Militia of this State, shall be composed of all able bodied 
white male persons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
except such as are or may hereafter be exempt by the laws of the Uni¬ 
ted States or of this State, and shall be armed equipped and trained as 
the General Assembly may provide by law. 

2. No person or persons conscientiously scrupulous of bearing 
arms, shall be compelled to do militia duty in time of peace, provided, 
that such person or persons shall pay an equivalent for such exemption 
in the same manner as other citizens. 

3. All commissioned officers of the militia (Staff officers excepted) 
shall be elected by the persons liable to perform militia duty and shall 
be commissioned by the Governor. 

Which was read a first time. 

On motion of \ir. Leffler, 

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the Report be printed, 

The report of the committee on Incorporations and Slate Debts being 
the special order lor this day, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Bisseil moved that the Convention resolve itself into committee 
of the whole for the consideration of the Report. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment offered by Mr. 
Richman. 
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Mr. Leffler moved to amend the amendment by adding the following: 

“Or the right to prohibit them altogether through tnis Convention, 
their representatives, if they the people should deem such prohibition 
lor the public good.” 

Which amendment was agreed to. 

The question then being on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr. Richman, as amended. 

Was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Bates moved to amend the Report as follows: 

“Strike out the first section and insert 

1. No corporate body shall hereafter be created, renewed or ex¬ 
tended, with the privileges of making, issuing, or putting in circula¬ 
tion, any bill, check, ticket, certificaie, promissory note, or other paper* 
or the p >per of any bank, to circulate as money . 

2. Corporations shall not be created in this State by special law’s, 
except for political or municipal purposes, but the Legislature shall 
provide, by general laws for the organization of all other corporations, 
except corporations with banking or discounting privileges, the crea¬ 
tion of which is prohibited. The stockholders shall be subject to 
such liabilities and restrictions as shall be provided by law.” 

Pending which, 

On motion of Mr. Matson, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Two O’clock, P. m. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the xeport of the com¬ 
mittee on Incorporations and State Debts. 

The question being on the amendment offered by Mr. Bates. 

Mr. Ronalds called for a division of the question. 

Mr. Roualds moved to amend the first section by adding the follow¬ 
ing at the end of the second line, 

“Unless the law creating such corporate body, or renewing, or ex¬ 
tending its privileges shall be published in the newspapers of this State, 
at least four months preceding a general election for county officers. 
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and shall receive at said election a majority of all the votes polled for 
and against said lavy.” 

On motion of Mr. Coop, 

A call of the Convention wps ordered. 

Messrs. Grant, Olmsted, Selman and Tryon, were absent. 

Messrs. Grant, Selman and Olmsted, appeared in their seats. 

On motion oi Mr. Coop, 

The further call of the Convention was dispensed with. 

The question was then taken on the amendment offered by Mr. 
Ronalds, 

And decided in the negative 
Yeas 11—Nays 20. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Eissell, Bowie, Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, O'Fer- 
rall, Ronalds, Rickman, Saunders and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bites, Berry, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, Grant, 
Haim, Hoskins, Hubbell, Kent, Lelller. Matson, McCraney, Olmsted, 
Ross, Steele, Selman, and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Dibble then made a motion to amend by substituting the fol¬ 
lowing for the first section of the report, to wit: 

1. “No corporate body shall hereafter be enacted, renewed or ex¬ 
tended with the privilege of making, issuing, or putting in circula¬ 
tion any bill, check, ticket, certifiote, promissory note, or other paper, 
or the paper of any Bank to circulate as money, except the question of 
Corporation with the law enacting the same, before it become a law,, 
shall have been submitted to a vote of the whole people at some con* 
venient election, the majority of whose votes shall be deemed a-cou- 
iirmation of tiie same." 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 16-Nays 15. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bissell, Bowie, Conery. Dibble, Galland, Goodrell, Haun, 
TIarned, Hedrick, Hobson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Riohnian, Saunders, 
Selman, and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Clark, Coop, Grant, Hoskins, Hubbell,'Kent, 
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Leffler, Matson, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Steele, and Lowe. President. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Dibble made’a motion to further amend said Report by adding 
the following as a second section, to wit: 

2. “The General Assembly may at any time propose alterations or 
a repeal of any such corporation that may have been created, and any 
such proposition shall be submitted to the people as provided in the 
foregoing section, and shall be confirmed in like manner.” 

Mr. Bi'sell made a motion to amend the amendment of Mr. Dibble, 
by substituting the following to wit: 

“The General Assembly shall have power to repeal, alter, or amend 
any act of incorporation when satisfied that its operations are not con¬ 
ducive to the public welfare.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 14—Nays 16 . 

The yeas and nays being demanded by tw'o members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Bissell Clark, Conery, Galland, Grant, Hoskins, 
Harned, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, Ronalds, Steele, and Sclman. 
Tno^e who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, & op, Dibble, Goodrell, Haun, Hubhell, Hedrick, 
Hobson, Kent, O'Ferr <11, Olmsted, Ross, Richfrian, Saunders, Slielle- 
day and Lowe, President. 

So the subs itute was rejected. 

On motion ol Mr. Ross. 

A call uf the Conven ion wa- ordered, 

Messrs. Bates, ai d Tryon were absant. 

On motion of Mr. Hum, 

The further call of the Convention was dispensed with. 

The question was then put ou the amendment of Mr. Dibble, and 
decided in the affirmative, 

Yeas 28—Nays 3. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Bis-ell, Bowie. Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gal¬ 
land, Grant, Goodrell, Haun, Hoskins, Hubhell, Harned, Hedrick, 
Hobson, Kent, Leffler, Matson, McCraney; O’Ferrall, Ronalds, Ross, 
Saunders, Steele, Selman, S!ielled ! iy and Lowe, President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Olmsted and Richman, 

10 






74 


JOURNAL OF 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 


Wednesday Morning, May 13. 1846. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Shelleday irora the Select committee to whom was referred the 
the Report of the committee on the Judiciary Department and amend¬ 
ments made thereto, reported the same back, and recommended the 
adoption of the fo lowing amendment: 

“Strike out all after the word ‘‘by” in the first line of the third sec¬ 
tion to the word “hold” in the second line, and insert “juint vote of 
both branches of the General Assembly.” 

Mr. Matson moved to take from the table the preamble and resolu¬ 
tion offered by him on yesterday, in relation to the appointment of a 
committee to draft an address to the people. 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

The question being on the adoption of the preamble and resolution, 
Was put and decided in the negative, 

Yeas 10 Nays 21. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Kent, Matson, Olmsted, 
Ross and Steele. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Berry, B >wie, Dibble, Galland, Grant, Goodrell, Haun, 
Hoskins, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Leffler, McCraney, 
O’Ferrall, Ronalds, Richman, Saunders, Selman, Shelleday and Lowe, 
President, 

So the Preamble and Resolution was not adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick, 

The Resolution offered by Mr. Steele on yesterday in relation to 
amending the rules of this Convention, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the Resolution by striking out “ten” 
and inserting ‘ fifteen,” which was accepted by Mr. Steele. 
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Mr. Harned moved to amend the Resolution by striking out the 
word “fifteen’’ and inserting “thirty.” 

Which was not agreed to. 

The question then being on the adoption of the Resolution, was put, 
and decided in the negative, 

Yeas 14—nays 17. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs, Berry, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, Grant, Hoskins, 
Hubbeli, Kent, Matson, McCraney, Ross, Steele and Selman. 

Tnuse who voted in t le negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Bis>ell, Bowie, Clark, Goodrell, Haun, Harned, 
Hedrick, Hobson, Lefller, (J’Ferrall, Olmsted, Ronalds, Richman, 
Saunders, Stielleday, aud Lowe, President. 

So the Resolution was not adopted. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the report of the com¬ 
mittee on Incorporations and State Debts. 

Mr. Leiiler moved to amend the Report as follows : 

“No act of incorporation shall be submitted to the people, until the 
same shall have been published at least twelve successive weeks in at 
least twelve of tne weekly newspapers published in this State, provi¬ 
ded, that that number of newspapers are puolished at the passage of 
such act, nor shall such publication be made until the party applying 
for such act of incorporation shall have deposited with the State Treas¬ 
urer, a suin sufficient to defray the expense of such publication.” 

Mr. Richman moved to amend the amendment by striking out the 
words “twelve of the weekly,” and insert “six of the weekly,” 

On winch the yeas and nays were demanded by two members, and 
were as follow : 

Yeas 4 —Nays 27. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
M ssrs. Goodrell, Hobson, Richman and Saunders. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Clark, Conery, Coop Dibble, 
Galland, Gran', Haun, Hoskius, Hubbeli, Harned, Hedrick, Kent, 
Lefller, Matson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Ronalds, Ross, fcteele, Sel¬ 
man, Stielleday and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the adoption of the amendment of¬ 
fered by Mr. Lefller, was put 
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And decided in the affirmative, 

Yeas 25—Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, 
Galland, Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell. Harned, Hedrick, Kent, Lef¬ 
fler, Matson, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Steele, Selman, Shelleday and 
Lowe, President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Goodrell, Hobson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Richman and 
Saunders. 

So the amendment was adopted, 

Mr. Leffler moved to amend the Report as follows: 

“Corporations shall noi be created in the State by special laws, ex¬ 
cept for political or municipal purposes, but the General Assembly 
shall provide by general laws for the organization of all other corpora¬ 
tions, except corporations with banking or discounting privileges, the 
creation of which have been provided for in the foregoing section. 
The stockholders shall be subject to such liabilities and restrictions as 
shall be provided by law.’’ 

Mr. Richman moved to amend the amendment by inserting after the 
words “general laws” the follow ing Words, “under such regulations and 
restrictions as may be deemed necessary.” 

Which w as not agreed to, 

Mr. Goodrell moved to amend the amendment by adding the follow¬ 
ing: 

“Except corporations for Internal Improvements.” 

On which the yeas and nays were demanded by two members and 
were as follow : 

Yeas 7 —N >ys 23. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs Bowie, Goodrell, Harned, Hobson, Richman, Saunders and 
Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Clark, Conrey, Coop, Dibble, Galland, 
Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hedrick, Kent, Leffler, Matson, Mc¬ 
Craney, O’Ferrall, Olmstead, Ronalds, Ross, Steele Selman and Lowe,- 
President. 

The question then being on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr. Leffler, was put and decided in the affirmative. 
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Yeas 27—Nays 3. 

The yeas and nays being demanded fry two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bowie, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gallahd, 
Grant, Goodrell, Huiin, Hubbell, H.irned, Hedrick, Kent, Leffler, 
JVIatson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Saunders, 
Steele, Selman, and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Hoskins, Hobson and Richman. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Haun moved to amend the third section by striking out of the 
first line the word ' Legislature,' 1 and in>ert “General Assembly shall} 1 
and also insert at the end of the second line the following words, “ex¬ 
cept as provided in the foregoing sections.” 

On motion of .Vlr. Matson, 

The Cun>ention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Two O’clock, P. itl. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the report of the com¬ 
mittee on Incorporations. 

The qustion being on the adoption of the amendment offered by Mr 
Haun to the third section, was put 

And decided in the negative. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the second section by adding the fol¬ 
lowing: 

“To double the amount of stock subscribed respectively after the 
means of such incorporation ar# exhausted ” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were demanded by two members, 
were as follow: 

Yeas 15—Nays 14. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Conery, Dibble, Goodrell, Hubbell, 
Hedrick, Hobson, Leffler, O’Ferrall, Ronalds, Saunders, Selman, and 
Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
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Messrs. Bales, Clark, Coop, Galland, Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Harn¬ 
ed, Matson, MeCraney, Olmsted, Ross, Richman and Mr. President. 

So ihe amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Olmsted moved to amend the second section by adding thereto 
the following : 

“And no stockholder shall be released from his responsibility by 
transferring his stock in such incorporation to another person.” 

Upon which the yeas and n«ys being demanded by two members, 
were as follow : 

Yeas 16-Nays 13. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clarke, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gal¬ 
land, Grant, Hoskins, Hubbell, Leffler, Matson, Olmsted, Ross and 
Mr. President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, Goodrell, H. un, Harned, Hedrick, H> bson, McCra- 
ney, O'Ferrall, Ronalds, Richman, Saunders, Selman and Shelleday. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Matson moved that the further consideration of (he report be 
postponed until Friday next, 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Shelleday moved that the report be indefinitely postponed, 
which was put, 

And decided in the negative. 

Yeas 10-Nays 20. 

Upon which the yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 
were as follow: 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs Bowie, Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, MeCraney, 
O'Ferrall, Richman, Saunders and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark. Conery, Coop, Dib,ble, Gal¬ 
land, Grant, Haun, Hoskins. Hubbell, Kent, Leffler, Matson, Olmsted, 
Ronalds, Ross, Selman and Mr. President. 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick, 

Ordered, That the report be laid on the table. 

The report of the select committee on the Judiciary Depaitment.be- 
ing in order, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, 

A call of the Convention was had, when it appeared that Messrs* 
Bissell, Galland, Haun, Hubbell, Steele, and Tryon, were absent. 
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The absentees, except Mr. Tryon, appearing in their seats, 
Whereupon, 

On motion oi Mr. Olmsted, 

The further call was dispensed with. 

The question on concurring in the report made by the select com¬ 
mittee to the report of the standing committee on the Judicial Depart¬ 
ment, was put, 

And decided in the negative. 

Yeas 15—Nays lb. 

The yeas and naj s being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Berry, t onery, G.Jland. Grant, Goodrell, Hubbell, Harned, 
Hedrick, II bson, Kent, Lefller, Olmsted, Ronalds, Shelleday, and 
Lowe, Piesident. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. B ites, Bissell, Bowie, Glark, Coop, Dibble, Haun. Hoskins, 
Matson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Ross, Richman, Saunders, Steele, and 
Selman. 

So the report was not concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Haun, 

Ordered, That the report be engrossed and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on Revision. 

Or. motion of Mr. Bates, 

The report of the committee on State Debts was taken up for consi¬ 
deration. and 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Selman moved to amend the report by striking out of the first 
line the word “ Legislature,” and insert “General Assembly.” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Haun moved to amend the report by striking out of the thirteenth 
line the words “ in newspapers,” and inserting “ each Judicial Dis¬ 
trict.” 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Bowie moved to amend the report by inserting the word 
“twelve,” alter the word “in,” where it occurs in ihe-thirteenth line. 
Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Ronalds moved to amend the report by inserting after the word 
“in” the words “at least three.” 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the amendment by inserting “as many,” 
Which was not agreed to. 
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The question being on the adoption of the amendment offered by Mr. 
Ronalds, w..s put, 

And decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was not adopted. 

Mr. Selman moved to amend the report by striking out all after the 
word “created,” in the thirteenth liu<. 

Which was not adopted. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the report by striking out “one,” in 
the third line, and inserting “live.” 

Mr. Selman mo^ed to amend the amendment by inserting the word 
“ two.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 2— N a} s 29. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Selman and Shelleday'. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messis. B..te-, Berry, Bi>>ell, Bowie, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, 
Galland, Grant, Goodrell, Hann, Hoskins, Hudbell, Harned, Hedriok, 
Hobson, Kent, Leffler, Matson, MiCratiey, O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Ron¬ 
alds, Ross. Richman, Saunders, Stetle, and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment'to the amendment was not agreed to. 

The ques ion then being on the adoption ol the amendment offered by 
Mr. Hedrick, 

It was decided in the negative, 

Yeas 5—Nays 26. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, and Richman. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Bowie, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, 
Galland, Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Kent, Leffler, Matson, 
McCraney, O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Saunders, Steele, Sel¬ 
man, Shelleday, and Lowe, President 

So the amendment was not adopted. 

Mr. Shelleday offered the following amendment, 

“Strike out all between “the” in the first line, and “people” in the 
fourteenth line, and insert after the word “people,” “have a right to 
contract debts by their representatives whenever in their opinion the 
public interest require it.” 
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Ob winch the yeas and nays were demanded by two members and 
were -as follow : 

Yeas ' 9 —Nays 22. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bowie, Goodrell Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, O’Ferrall, 
Richman, Saunders and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, 
Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Hubble, Kent, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, 
Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Steele, Selmau, and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was not adopted. 

Mr. Bowie moved to amend the report by striking out of the third 
line the word “thousand.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 2—Nays 29. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bowie, and Harned. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble,Galland, 
Grant, Goodrell, Haun, Hoskins,Hubbell, Hedrick,Hobson, Kent, Leff- 
ler, Matson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Riuhman, 
Saunders, Steele, Selman, Shelleday, and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was not adopted. 

Mr. Saunders moved to amend the report by striking out of the third 
line the word “one,” and inserting the word “three.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 7—Nays 24. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 
Messrs. Bowie, Goodrell, Harned, Hobson, Richman, Saunders, and 
Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark. Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gal¬ 
land, Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hedrick, Kent, Leffler, Matson, 
McCraney,O’Ferrall,Olmsted, Ronalds,Ross, Steele,Selman and Lowe, 
President. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Hobson moved to amend by striking out all after the word 
“therein,” in the fifth line, to the word “but” in the ninth line. 

11 
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•Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 7—Nays 24. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, Goodrell, Ilarned, Hobson, Richman, Saunders, and 
Shelitday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, 
Grant,Haun, Hoskins,Hubbell, Hedrick, Kent, Leffler,Matson, McCra- 
ney, O’Ferrail, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Steele, Selman, and Lowe, 
President. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Haun made a motion to amend by striking out the word “newe- 
papers,” in the thirteenth line, and the word “in,” in the fourteenth line, 
and insert the following : 

“At least one newspaper in each Judicial District, if one is published 
therein, throughout.” u 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Richman, 

Ordered, That the report be engrossed and referred to the committee 
on Revision. 

Mr. Selman made a motion to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Which was lost. 

The article on the Executive Department was then taken up aud 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Slielleday, 

The word “Legislature,” wherever it occurs in the article was 
stricken out, and the words “Genera'l Assembly” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

The second line of the second section was amended by striking out 
the word “two,” where it occurs after the word “office,” and before tlie 
word “years,” and inserting the word “four” in lieu thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick, 

The second line of the third section was amended by inserting after 
the words “United Slates,” and before the word “been,” the words 
“ has not.” 

Mr. Galland made a motion to strike out of the third line of the third, 
3€otion, the word “thirty” and insert “twenty-five.” 

Which-was decided iB-th^Begative. 
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Mr. Steele made a motion to strike out all after the word “election,” 
in the second line of the third section. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, 

The twelfth section was amended by adding the words “except as 
hereinafter expressly provided.” 

On motion of Mr. Olmsted, 

The first line of the twelfth section was amended by striking ouf af¬ 
ter the word “ person,” the words “ who is a member of Congress, 
or.” 

Mr. Hedrick made a motion to strike out of the first line of the fif¬ 
teenth section the words “which shall be.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Matson, 

The second line of the sixteenth section was amended by striking 
out the word “ Seal, ,r and inserting the words “Great Seal of this 
State.” 

Mr. Haun made a motion to strike out of the third line of the seven¬ 
teenth sec 1 ion the word “two,” and insert the word “four.” 

Was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Bates made a motion to strike out of the second line of the se¬ 
venteenth section, the words following, to wit: “ at the time and place 
of voting for Governor.’' 

Mr. Dibble made a motion to amend Mr. Bates' motion by inserting 
instead of the words proposed to be stricken out, the words “ by joint 
ballot of the two houses of the General Assembly.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 5—Nays 24. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative were, 

Messrs. Berry, Dibble, Galland, Goodrell, and Hobson. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Bissell, Bowie, Clark, Conrey, Coop, Haun, Hoskins, 
Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Leffler, Matson, MoCraney, O’Ferrall, 
Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, Richman, Saunders, Steele, Selman,SheUeday, 
and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment to the amendment proposed by Mr. Bates was re¬ 
jected. 

The question was then put on the motion of Mr. Bates to strike ouV- 

And decided in the affirmative. 

So-the words proposed were stricken out. 
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Mr. Olmsted made a motion to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, 

A call of the Convention was ordered. 

Messrs. Grant, Harned, Kent, Olmsted, and Tryon, were absent. 

On motion of Mr. Leffler, 

The further call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Steele, 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 


Thursday Morning, May 14, 1846. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bates, from the committee on Engrossment, reported as correctly 
engrossed, the article on the Legislative Department. 

The consideration of the article on the Executive Department was 
resumed. 

Mr. Matson made a motion to amend the twelfth section by inserting 
as a substitute the following: 

“ No person shall, while holding any other office under the United 
States or this State, execute the office of Governor, except as hereinaf¬ 
ter expressly provided.” 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Matson made a motion to amend the seventeenth section, by 
striking out all after the word “electors,” in the second line, to the word 

years,” in the third line inclusive, and insert >‘of this State and shall 
hold their offices for two years, and until their successors are quali¬ 
fied.” 

Pending which, 

Mr. Clark made a motion to re-consider the vote taken yesterday on 
Mr. Shelleday’s motion to amend the second line of the second section, 
by striking out the word “two,” and inserting the word “four.” 

Which was decided ifi the negative. 

Mr. Haun made a motion to amend the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Matson, by adding the words following : 

i*That the Secretary of State shall be elected at the time and place the 
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Governor is elected, and shall hold his office for four years, and until 
his successor is qualified.” 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

The question was then put on the amendment of Mr. Matson, as 
amended, 

And decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Steele, 

Ordered, That said article be engrossed and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on Revision. 

On motion of Mr. Steele, 

The article on Incorporations was taken from the table. 

The question on Mr. Bates’ motion to strike out, was then put. 

And decided in the affirmative, 

Yeas 24—Nay8 6. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bowie, Clark, Conery, Coop, Grant, Goodrell, 
Hoskins, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Leffler, Matson, 
McCraney, Olmsted, Ross, Richman, Saunders, Steele, Selman, Shel- 
leday, and Lowe, President* 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bissell, Dibble, Galland, Haun, O’Ferrall, and Ronalds. 

Mr. Bates having obtained leave from the Convention withdrew the 
remaining division of his motion, which was to insert. 

He then moved to fill the blank with the words following: 

“1. No corporate body shall hereafter be crfeated, renewed, or ex¬ 
tended, with the privileges of making, issuing, or putting in circulation, 
any bill, check, ticket, certificate, promissory note, or other paper, or 
the paper of any bank, to circulate as money. 

The General Assembly of this State shall prohibit, by law, any per¬ 
son or persons, association, company or corporation, from exercising the 
privileges of banking or creating paper to circulate as money. 

2nd. Corporations shall not be created in this State by special laws, 
except for political or municipal purposes, but the General Assembly 
shall provide by general laws, for the organizing of all other corpora¬ 
tions, except corporations with banking privileges, the creation of which 
is prohibited. The stockholders shall be subject to such liabilities and 
restrictions as shall be provided by law. 

The State shall not, directly or indirectly, become a stockholder in. 
any corporation,” 
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Mr. Grant moved the previous question, 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 19—Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Gal- 
land, Grant, Hoskins, Hubbell, Kent, Leffler, MatsoD, Olmsted, Ron¬ 
alds, Ross, Steele, and Lowe, President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, Haun, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, McCraney, 
O’Ferrall, Richman, Saunders, Selman, and Shelleday. 

The main question was then put, on Mr. Bates motion to insert, 

And decided in the affirmative. 

Yea£ 21—Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, 
Grant, Hoskins, Hubbell, Kent, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, Olm¬ 
sted, Ronalds, Ross, Steele, Selman, and Lowe, President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, Goodrell, Harned,Hedrick, Hobson, O’Ferrall, Rich- 
man, Saunders, and Shelleday. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, 

The article was ordered to be engrossed and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on Revision. 

Mr. Shelleday asked leave of the Convention to be excused from ser¬ 
ving on the committee of Revision ; 

Which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Olmsted, 

Mr. Grant was appointed to fill the place of Mr. Shelleday on the 
committee of Revision. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

The article on the Militia was taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Hubbell made a motion to strike out all after the first section,and 
insert the words following, to wit: 

“2. Major Generals shall be elected by the Brigadier Generals and 
field officers of their respective divisions ; Brigadier Generals shall be 
elected by the fi< Id officers, and commissioned company officers of their 
respective brigades; field officers shall be elected by the officers and 
privates of their respective regiments ; and captains and subaltern offl- 
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ears shall be elected by those subject to military duty in their respec¬ 
tive companies. 

“3. The Governor shall appoint the Adjutant General, and other 
members of his staff. Major Generals, Brigadier Generals, and com¬ 
manders of Regiments, shall respectively appoint their own staff. 

“ 4. The Governor shall have power to call out the militia, to exe¬ 
cute the laws of the State, to suppress insurrection, and repel inva¬ 
sion.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 4—NaysjlP. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Dibble, Hubbell, Olmsted,, and Steele. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Berry, Bissell, Conrey, Coop, Galland, Goodrell, Hos¬ 
kins, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Leffler. Matson, McCraney, Ronalds, 
Ross, Saunders, Shelleday, and Lowe, President. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

• Mr. Bissell made a motion to strike out the second and third sections 
of the article, and insert the word “organized” between the words “be” 
and “armed,” in the fourth line of the first section. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Saunders made a motion to strike out the second section. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

Ordered, That the article be considered as engrossed and referred to 
the committee on Revision. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

The article on Amendments was taken up and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Matson, 

The word “ Legislature,” wherever it oceurs, was stricken out, and 
the words “General Assembly” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

All the first section, after the word “house,” in the eighteenth line, 
was stricken out. 

Mr. Steele, on leave being granted, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the committee on Revision be instructed so to amend 
the article on Boundaries as to make the following the boundaries of the 
State of Iowa: 

“Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi ri- 
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veiv at a point due east of the middle of the mouth of the main channel 
of the Des Moines river; thence up the middle of the main channel of 
the said Des Moines river, to a point on said river where the northern 
boundary line of the State of Missouri, as established by the Constitu¬ 
tion of that State, adopted June 12th, 1820, crosses the said middle of 
the main channel of the said Des Moines river; thence westwardly,along 
the said northern boundary line of the State of Missouri, as established 
at the time aforesaid, until an extension of said line intersects the mid¬ 
dle of the main channel of the Missouri river ; thence, up the middle of 
the main channel of the said Missouri river, to a point opposite the mid¬ 
dle of the main channel of the Big Sioux river, according to Nicollett’s 
map; thence up the main channel of the said Big Sioux river,according 
to said map, until it is intersected by the parallel oi forty-three degrees 
thirty minutes north latitude; thence east, along said parallel of lorty- 
three degrees thirty minutes, until said parallel intersects the middle of 
the main channel of the Mississippi river ; thence down the middle of 
the main channel of said Mississippi river to the place of beginning.” 

Which was laid over for one day under the rules. 

Mr. Saunders made a motion to amend the first line of the second sec¬ 
tion of the article on Amendments, by striking out the words “ two- 
thirds,” and inserting “a majority f y 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

The first section was amended by striking out all between the word 
“ thereon,” in the fifth line, and the words ‘to the people,” in the tenth 
line, and inserting the words "and submitted.” 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Ordered, That the article be engrossed and referred to the committee 
on Revision. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Two O’clocb* P. HI. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 






THE CONVENTION. 


Ordered, That a member be added to the committee on Schedule, to 
supply the place of Mr. Tryon, absent. 

Mr. Matson was appointed said member. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

Ordered, That the rules be suspended and the resolution offered this 
morning be taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Haun, 

A call of the Convention was ordered. 

Messrs. Kent, O’Ferrall, Olmsted, and Trvon, were absent. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

Mr. Tryon was excused from the call. 

The absentees appeared, and 

On motion of Mr. Mc( raney, 

The further call was suspended. 

Mr. Olmsted moved to amend by striking out all after the word “re- 
solved.” 

Which was not agreed to. 

The question then being on the adoption of the resolution, and 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 18—Nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Berry, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, Grant, Good- 
rell, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hedrick, Hobson, Kent, Ross, Steele, Selman, 
Shelleday, and Lowe, President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Bissell, Bowie,Haun, Harned,Leffler, Matson, McCra- 
ney, O’Ferrall, Olmsted, Ronalds, Richman, and Saunders. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Ronalds, on leave being granted, offered the following: 

“ Resolved , That the committee on Revision be instructed to alter the 
article on the Judiciary, as engrossed, so that the Judges of the Su¬ 
preme Court shall be elected by joint ballot of both bouses of the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly.” 

Which was laid over for one day. 

Mr. Bates, from the committee on Engrossment, reported as correct¬ 
ly engrossed the several articles on State Debts, Corporations, and the 
Judiciary Department. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning,. 9 o’clock.. 

12 
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Friday Morning, May 15, IS 16. 

The Convention met puriuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Matson from the committee on the Schedule, made the follow* 
ing Report, to wit: 

SCHEDULE. 

1. That no inconvenience may arise from the change of a Territo* 
rial government to a permanent State government, it is declared that 
all writs, actions, prosecutions, contracts, claims afid 'rights, shallcon- 
tinueas if no change had taken place in this government; and all pro¬ 
cess which may, before the organization of the Judicial Department 
under this Constitution, be issued under the authority cf the Territory 
of Iowa, shall be as valid as if issued in the name of the States. 

2. All the laws now in lorce in this Territory, which are not re¬ 
pugnant to this Constitution, shall remain in force until they expire by 
their own limitations, of be altered or repealed by the General Assem¬ 
bly of this State. 

3. All fines, penalties and forfeitures, accruing to the Territory of 
Iowa, shall accrue to the use of the State. 

4. All recognizances heretofore taken, or which may hereafter be 
taken, before the organization of the Judicial Department under this 
Constitution, shall remain valid, and shall pass to, and may be prosecu¬ 
ted in the name of the State. And all bonds executed to the Governor 
of this Territory, or to any other officer in his official capacity, shall 
pass over to the Governor of the State, or other proper State authority, 
and to their successors in office, for the uses therein respectively ex¬ 
pressed, and may be sued for, and recovered accordingly. All crim¬ 
inal prosecutions and penal actions, which have arisen, or may arise, 
before the organization of the Judicial Department under this Consti¬ 
tution, and which shall then be pending, may be prosecuted to judg¬ 
ment and executed in the name of the State. 

5. All officers, civil and military, now holding their offices and ap¬ 
pointments in this Territory under the authority of the United States, 
or under the authority of this Territory, shall continue to hold and ex- 
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ecute their respective offices and appointments until superceded under 
this Constitution. 

4>. The clerks of the several boards of county Commissioners shall 
give at least thirty days notice, in the manner and form directed in the 
laws of this Territory regulating general elections, of the first general 

election under this Constitution, to be held on the-day of-next 

after the adoption of this Constitution by the people of this Territory, 
for the election of a Governor, Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, members of the General Assembly, and one Auditor, 
Treasurer, Secretary of State, Superintendent of Common Schools, and 
District Judges. And said election shall be conducted in accordance 
with the existing election laws of this Territory ; and the said Gov¬ 
ernor, Representatives in the Congress of the United States, Auditor, 
Treasurer, Secretary of Stale, Superintendent of Common Schools, 
and District Judges, duly elected at said elections, shall continue to dis¬ 
charge the duties of their respective offices for the time prescribed by 
this Constitution, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
The returns of said election shall be made in conformity to the exist¬ 
ing law^ of this Territory. 

7. Until the first enumeration of the inhabitants of this Territory 
as directed by this Constitution, the following shall be the apportion¬ 
ment of the State Legislature: ■ 

The countyof Lee shall be entitled to two Senators and five Represen¬ 
tative; 

The county of Van Buren, two Senators and four Representatives; 

The counties of Davis and Appanoose, one Senator and Representa¬ 
tive each; 

The counties of Wapello and Monroe, one Senator jointly, and one 
Representative each; 

The counties of Marion, Polk, Dallas and Jasper, one Senator and 
two Representatives jointly; 

The county of Des Moines, two Senators and four Representatives; 

The county of Henry, one Senator and three Representatives: 

The county of Jefferson, one Senator and three Representatives; 

The counties of Louisa and Washington, one Seuator jointly, and 
two Representatives each; 

The counties of Keokuk and Mahaska, one Senator jointly, and one 
Representative each; , 

The counties of .Muscatine and Johnson, one Senator and one Rep- 
resentative jointly, and each one Representative; 





92 


JOURNAL OF 


The counties of Scott and Clinton, one Senator jointly, and one Rep¬ 
resentative each ; 

The counties of Cedar, Linn, and Benton, one Senator jointly, the 
county of Cedar one Representative, and the couuties of Linn an Ben¬ 
ton, one Representative jointly; 

The counties of Jackson and Jones, one Senator and two Represen¬ 
tatives; 

The counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton, Fayette, Buchanan 
and Blackhawk, two Senators, and the county of Dubuque, one Rep¬ 
resentative ; and the counties of Delaware, Clayton, Fayette, Buchan¬ 
an and Blackhawk, one Representative. 

And any country attached to any county for judicial purposes, shall, 
unless otherwise provided for, be considered as forming part of such 
county for election purposes. 

8. The first meeting of the General Assembly under this Consti¬ 
tution shall be on the first Monday in-following its ratification by 

the people, at IoWa City, in Johnson county, which place shall be the 
Seat of Government of the State of Iowa, until the same is removed 
by law. 

Which was read a first time, and 

On motion of Mr Leffler, 

Ordered, That the usual number of copies be printed for the use of 
this Convention. 

Mr. Coop offered the following : 

“ Resolved, That the committee on Revision be instructed to make 
arrangements with Mr. A. H. Palmer, Editor of the Iowa Capital Re- 

parter, for printing-numbers of the Constitution and-numbers 

of the Journals of this Convention, also for the incidental printing. 

That they contract with Mr. James Mackintosh tor stitching and 
binding the said Constitution and Journals when printed, and that they 
report their proceedings to the consideration of the Convention. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend the resolution by inserting the words 
“or other person” after the word “Reporter.” 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Ross moved to fill the first blank by inserting “fifteen thousand.” 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to fill the second blank by inserting “three 
hundred and fifty.” 

Which was agreed to. 

The question then being on the adoption of the resolution, was put,. 

And decided in the affirmative. 
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So the Resolution was adopted, 

Mr. Grant moved to reconsider the vote taken yesterday on engross¬ 
ing the article on Amendments to the Constitution, was put 
And decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 21-Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates Berry, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Coop, Dibble, Galland, 
Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Kent, Leffler, McCraney, Olmsted, 
Ronalds, Ross, Steele, Selman, and Lowe, President. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, O’Ferrall, 
Richman, Saunders, and Shelleday. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. Bissell offered the following amendment, ‘‘strike out the whole 
Article, and insert the following:” 

“If at any time the General Assembly shall think it necessary to re¬ 
vise or change this Constitution they shall recommend to the electors at 
the next election for members of the General Assembly to vote for or 
against a Convention and if it shall appear that a majority oi the elec¬ 
tors voting at such election are in favor of calling a Convention, the 
General Assembly shall at its next session provide by law for calling a 
Convention, to be holden within twelve months after the passage of 
such law, and such Convention shall consist of a number of members 
not less than the number of members of the House of Representatives.” 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend the amendment by striking it all out, 
and inserting “this Constitution shall never be altered or amended.” 
Which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 5—Nays 23. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bowie, Goodrell, Harned, Hobson, and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bissell, Berry, Clark, Conery, Coop, Galland, Grant, Haun, 
Hoskins, Hubbell, Hedrick, Leffler, Matson, McCraney, O’Ferrall, 
Olmsted Ronalds, Ross, Richmah, Saunders, Steele, Selman and Lowe, 
President 

So the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Ordered, That the Article and pending amendments be refered to a 
select committee. 
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Messrs. Grant, Shelleday and BisseR was appointed said committee. 

Mr. Coop offered the following: 

“ Resolved . That the following sections be added by the committee on 
Revision to the Constitution wherever they wifi properly come in. 

1 The jurisdiction of justices of the peace shall extend to all civil 
cases (except cases in chancery and cases where the question of title 
to any real estate may arise) where the amount in controversy does 
not exceed one hundred dollars; and by the consent uf parties may be 
extended to any amount not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

2. No new county shall be laid off hereafter nor old county reduced 
to less contents than four hundred and thirty-two square miles.” 

Mr. Grant moved to amend the Resolution by striking out of the 
first section the words ‘‘and by the consent of parties may be extended 
to any amount not exceeding five hundred dollars.” 

Which Was hot agreed to. 

The question then being on the adoption of the Resolution-. 

And was decided in the affirmative. 

So the Resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

The Convention adjourned until two o’clock, P. M. 


Two O’clock, P. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Grant, from the select oommittee, to whom was referred the ar¬ 
ticle and pending amendments, on Amendments to the Constitution, 
having first obtained leave for that purpose, reported the same back to 
the Convention and recommended the adoption of the following amend¬ 
ment : 

“ Strike out the whole article and insert the following article : 
“AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

“ 1. If, at any time, the General Assembly shall think it necessary to 
revise or amend this Constitution, they shall provide, by law, for a vote 
of the people for or against a Convention, at the next ensuing election 
lor members of the General Assembly, and in case a majority of the 
p.eople vote in favor of a Convention, said General Assembly, shall pro- 
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vide for the election of delegates to a Convention, to be held within six 
months after the vote of the people in favor thereof.” 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

The Convention concurred in the report of the select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Ordered, That the article, as amended, be engrossed and referred to 
the committee on Revision. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Ronalds on yesterday, was taken up ; 
a question of order having been raised by Mr. Saunders, the chair de¬ 
cided the resolution to be out of order. 

Mr. Leffler, from (he committee on Revision, reported the article on 
the Judiciary Department, without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Leffler, 

Ordered, That the article on the Judiciary Department be referred to 
a committee of five. 

Messrs. Leffler, Saunders, Ronalds, Hedrick, and Steele, were ap¬ 
pointed said committee. 

Mr. Hedrick offered the following: 

Resolved, That the revising committee be instructed to amend the 
thirty-first section of the article on the Legislative Department, by pro¬ 
viding that an enumeration of the inhabitants of this State shall be made, 
by authority of the General Assembly, within one year after the ratifi¬ 
cation of this Constitution, and within every subsequent terra of twn 
years, for eight years. 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Leffler, from the select committee to whom was referred the ar¬ 
ticle on (he Judiciary Department, reported the-same back and recom¬ 
mended the adoption of {he following amendments: 

Strike out all in the third section between the word “ by,” where it 
occurs in the (he second line, and the word “ hold,” where it occurs in 
the fourth line, and insert in lieu thereof, the following, “joint vote of 
both branches of the General Assembly, and shalland also strike out 
the word “ five,” where it occurs.in the third section, in the seventh 
line, and insert in lieu thereof the word “six.” 

The question being on concurring in the report of the select commit- - 
tee, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 

S* the report .was concurred in.. 
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On motion of Mr. Matson, 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning 8 o’clock 


SaVurday morning, may 16, 1846. 

The Convention inet pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Saunders asked leave of absence for Messrs. McCraney,0’Fer- 
?all, and Rickman. 

Which was granted. 

Mr. Clark offered the following : 

“ In the selection of any land or lands, which may have been or may 
hereafter be granted to this State, by the United States, (except section 
No. 16, in each Township,) the State shall not interfere with any set¬ 
tlement right, or locate any tract or tracts of land, without the consent 
■of the occupant, provided that such exemption shall not exceed three 
hundred and twenty acres.” 

On motion of Mr. Hedrick, 

The resolution was referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Hedrick, Clark, Grant, Shelleday, and Leffler, were appoint¬ 
ed said committee. 

Mr. Clark offered the following; 

“ No moneys which may arise from any source whatever, for school 
or educational purposes, or the proceeds thereof, shall ever be loaned to 
any bank or other incorporated company.” 

Which was laid over under the rules. 

Mr. Leffler, from the committee on Revision, to whom the resolution 
had been referred instructing them to employ some person to print the 
Constitution and Journals of this Convention, and to employ James 
Mackintosh to fold and stitch the Constitution and bind the Journals, 
made the following report: 

41 That Mr. A. H. Palmer will print, for the use of this Convention, 
fifteen thousand copies of the Constitution at thirty-three and a half cents 
per copy—$500. Three hundred and fifty copies of the Journal, two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

That James Mackintosh proposes to bind, in pamphlet form, the Jour¬ 
nals, in twenty days after they are printed, at fifteen cents per copy, 
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that being the same price allowed for binding the Journals of the Coun¬ 
cil ant House ol Repre-ematu es>. 

That he also pr 'poses iti told aiid stitch the Constitutions and have 
them all reaoy for delivery in twenty days alter they are printed, at fifty 
cents per one hundred copie-, j aud furnistiing whatever is printed at the 
.ime of adjournment.” 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday, 

The vote aken yesterday on the passage of the Resolution in regard to 
the printing; of the Constitution and J urnal was reconsidered. 

Mr. Grant offered the following as a substitute: 

Resolved, Tnat A. H Palmer be authorized to print eight thousand 
copies of the Constitution, and thres hundred and fifty copies of the 
Journal of this Convention, and that he be allowed ten per cent advance 
on the prices allowed by the taws or the Territory, for all work which 
he has or may perform for this Convention. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Convention distribute the copies 
of the Constitution and Journals among the Delegates to this Convention, 
and that he be allowed one hundred dollars therefor. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

The resolution was l.id on the table. 

On motion of Mr. LefHer, 

Ordered, That a committee of three members be appointed to collect 
and report the expenses of this Convention. 

Messrs. Hoskins, Goodrell, and Ronalds, were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Goodrell, 

The article on the Schedule was taken up, and 

Was reud a second time. 

Mr. Grant moved to amend the report by striking out the sixth sec¬ 
tion and inserting the following in lieu thereof: 

“The first general election under this Constitution shall he held at 
such time as the Governor of this Territory, by proclamation may ap¬ 
point, within three months after its adoption,for the election of a Gover¬ 
nor, two Representatives in the Congress of the United States, (unless 
Congress shall provide for the election ol one Representative,) mem¬ 
bers of the General Assembly, and one Auditor, Treasurer, Secretary 
of State. Said election shall be conducted in accordance with the ex¬ 
isting election laws of this Territory, and the said Governor, Represen¬ 
tatives in the Congress of the United States, Auditor, Treasurer, and 
Secretary of State, duly elected at said election, shall continue to dis- 
13 
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charge the duties of their respective offices for the time prescribed by. 
this Constitution, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
The returns of said election shall be made iu conformity to the existing 
lay<s of this Territory.” 

Wiileh was adopted. 

Mr. Matson moved to amend the seventh section of the report by 
striking out of the fifteenth line, the word “and,” after the word“Mus- 
line,” and inserting after the word “J.phnson,” the words “and Iowa 
and also striking out of the sixteenth liiie the words “each one Repre- 
senlative,” and insert the fallowing words, “ Muscatine one Represen¬ 
tative, and Johnson and Loyva one Representative jointly.” 

Which was agreed to ^ 

Mr. Ohnsted moved to amend the seventh section of the .report bj 
sfriking out all. aft^r the ..word “ Senators,” it;, the twenty-second nqd 
twenty third lines, and inserting th.e iolluwing, “and three Representa¬ 
tives jointly.” 

WJiiplx was agreed to. 

Mr. Tryon muved to amend the seventh section of the report by 
striking out ol the nineteenth line the word “one, and insert the .word 
“ two.” 

• Which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Shelleday., 

The Convention resolved itself into committee of the whole on the re- 
pert of the .comiintti.e on the Schedule, Mr. Shelleday in the cha.ir> 

And af-er some lime spent therein, the committee rose and reported 
the same back with the follow ing amendments: 

1st. Strike out of ipe ihe seventh section and second line,the words 
“State Legislature,” and insert ihe words “General Assembly.”; 

2nd. Strike out the eighth section and insert the following : “ The 

first meeting of the Gener-1 Assembly under this Constitution shall he 
at i.utli time as the Governor of ihe 'j'erritory may, by. proelamation.ap- 
point, within four months after its raiitication by the people, at Iowa 
City, in .Johnson county, which pluce shall be.the Seat.of Government 
of ,lhe State of Iowa until reproved by law. 

Which amendments were concurred in.. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the seventh.section by striking out the 
aix,th line, and .inserting : 

“The counties of Wapello and Monroe one Senator jointly, and the 
soiinty of Wapello tw o Representatives, aud the county of Mot roe out 
t je*uiUli.v e. ”, 
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And was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 13-Nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were , 

Messrs. Bowie, Clark, Conery, Dibble, Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick,. 
Hobson, Matson, Ross, Saunders, Selman, and Shelleday. 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
Messrs. Bates, G.dland, Grant, Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Leffler, 
Olmsted, Ronalds, Steele, Tryon, and Lowe,’President. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Shelleday moved to amend the seventh section of the report by 
striking out the fourteenth line and inserting the following: 

“ The counties of Keokuk and Mahaska one-Senator and one Repre¬ 
sentative jointly, and one Representative each.” 

On motion of Mr. Hoskins, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Two O'clock, p. m. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Convention resumed the consideration o die article on Schedule. 

The question was then put on the amendment offered by Mr. Shelle-* 
day to the fourteenth line of the seventh section, 

And decided in the negative. 

On-motion’ of Mr. Dibble, 

The vote taken on the amendment of Mr. Hedrick to the seventh sec¬ 
tion was reconsidered. 

Mr. Selman made a motion to amend the third line of the seventh sec¬ 
tion soar to make it read as follows: 

“Davis, Appanoose, Wayne, and-Decatur, one Senator and two Re- - 
pveeentatives jointly.” 

Which was d cided in the negative. 

Yeas 4 —Nays 20. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two memberi, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Clark, Harned, Steele, and Selman, 

Those who voted in the negative, were 
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Messrs. Bates, Bissell, Conery, I'ibble, Galland, Grant, Goodrell, 
Haun, Hoskins, Hubbell, Hedrick, Hobson, Leffler, Matson, Ronalds, 
Ross, Saunders, Shelleday, Try<>n, and Lowe, President. 

Sn the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Hedrick m-ide a motion to reconsider the votes taken this fore¬ 
noon on the mnlions of Messrs. Tryon and Olmsted to amend the sev¬ 
enth section. 

Mr. Tryon moved a c-ill of the Convention. 

Messrs. Berry, Bowie, Coop, Kent, and Olmsted were absent. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, 

Mr. Coop was excused from the call. 

On motion of Mr Galland, 

Messrs. Kent and Berry were excused from the call. 

On motion of Mr. Hoskins, 

Ordered, That the further call of the Convention be dispensed with. 

On motion of iVir. Tryon, 

A division of the question was ordered, 

The question was then put on reconsidering the vote taken on Mr. 
Tryon’s motion, 

And decided in the affirmative; 

Yeas 15 — Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. Bates, Clark, Conery, Dibbell, Galland, Grant, Goodrell, 
Haun, Hubbell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson, Saunders, Shelleday and 
Lowe, President, 

Those who voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Bissell, Hoskins, Leffler, Matson, Olmsted, Ronalds, Ross, 
Steele, Selman and Tryon. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The question was put on reconsidering the vote taken on Mr. Olm¬ 
sted’s motion, 

And decided in the affirmative, so far as inserting the word “three,’’ 
but was left “two Representatives jointly.” 

Mr. Tryon made a motion to amend the seventeenth line of the seventh 
seotion, by striking out the word “each” and inserting the word 
“jointly.” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Leffler. 
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Ordered, That the Article be engrossed and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on Revision. 

Mr. Hedrick from the committee to whom was re erred the Resolu¬ 
tion offered this morning by Mr. Clatk, in regard to the Slate Lauds, 
reported the following provision: 

“The General Assembly shall not locate any of the public lands 
which have been or may be granted by Congress, to lids Slate and the 
location of which may be given the General Assembly, upon lands ac¬ 
tually settled without the consent at the oeeupant. 

Tne extent ol the Claim of such occupant shall not exceed three 
hundred and twenty acres. 

Mr. Haun made a motion to amend the report as follows: 

“Strike out alter the word “settled” to the word “occupant” 
inclusive, and insert “unless the Geueral Assembly shall agree to 
take $1,25 per acre for all the lands so occupied or settled ;” 

Which was decided in the negative. 

The Report was then concurred in by the Convention. 

Mr. Clark asked and obtained leave, and olfered the following 
as an amendment to the thirty-tirst section of the Article on the Leg¬ 
islative Department. 

“And shall also at every subsequent regular session apportion the 
House of Representatives and every other regular session the Senate 
for eight years.” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Olmsted asked and obtained leave, and offered the following 
resolution: 

li Resolved, That the committee on Schedule be instructed to report 
an apportionment lor the members of the lirst General Assembly to be 
elected after the adoption of the Constitution so that the number of Rep¬ 
resentatives shall not exceed thirty-two, nor of the Senate sixteen, 
and that in apportioning the Representatives they be instructed as nearly 
as consistent to adopt the apportionment established by the Legislature 
of this Territory for the election of the members ot this Convention.” 

Which was laid over under the rules for one day. 

Mr. Lefflcr from the committee on Revision reported back to the 
Convention the several Articles on Preamble and Boundaries, Bill of 
Rights, Militia, Education and School Lands, Incorporations, and Right 
of Suffrage. 

Mr. Tryon moved to amend the Article on the militia by striking 
out of the first section the word “persons” and inserting “citizens.” 
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Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hoskins, 

' The article on Preamble and Boundary was referredto the-commit- 
mittee on Revision. 

The article on Bill of Rights was read a third <ime and passed. 

The article on the Right of Suffrage was taken up andTead a third time. 

Mr. Matson moved to amend the last section by adding, “unless re¬ 
stored to the right of suffrage by an act of tire General Assembly.” 

Which was agreed to. 

The article as amended was then passed. 

The article on Education and School Lands was then read a third 
time and passed. 

The article on Incorporations was read a third time, and the question 
being on its passage, 

Was decided irrthe affirmative, 

Yeas 18—Nays 6. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members, 

'Those who voted in the affirmative, were 

Messrs. B .tes, Bissell, Clark, Conery, Dibble,Galland, Grant, Ilaun, 
Hoskins, Hubbell, Leffler, Matson, Ronalds, Ross, Steele, Selman, 
Tryon and Lowe, President. 

Those w’ho voted in the negative, were 

Messrs. Goodrell, Harned, Hedrick, Hobson,, Saunders, and Shelle- 
day. 

So the article passed. 

The article on State Debts was read a third time and passed. 

The article on the Militia was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Leffler from the committee on Revision reported the article on 
Preamble and Boundary,tdthe Convention without amendment. 

On motion of H»un, 

The report of the committee was concurred in. 

The article on Preamble and Boundary was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Leffler presented an account in favor of Peter Conboy for $T0. 
which on his motion was referred to the Select committee on expenses. 

Mr. Leffler presented a communication from Mr. A. H. Palmer in 
reference to printing the Constitution and Journals, which 

On motion of Mr. Leffler, 

■ Was referred to the committee on expenses. 
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Mr Bites presented an account in favor of A. L. Gi’ay' for £1,50 
■which on his motion was referred to the committee on expenses. 

On motion of Mr. Steele, 

The Convention ^adjourned until Mondaymorning at 9 o’clock. 


Monday itloniiiig. May 18; 1846. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Tryon moved to lake i’fom the table the resolution offered by Mr. 
Olmsted on Saturday. 

Which was not agreed to. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Grant on Saturday, in relation to 
printing the Constitution and Journals, and the distribution of the same, 
was taken up for consideration. . 

Mr. Steele moved to amend the resolution by striking out the word 
“ten” and inserting the word “twenty.” 

Whiqli was agreed to. 

Mr. Tryon moved to amend the resolution by striking out the words 
“one hundred” and inserting the words “two hundred and fifty.” 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Hedrick moved to amend the resolution by striking out the word 
“one” and inserting the word “two.” 

Which was adopted. 

The question then being on the adoption of the resolution, was put. 
And decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted, which reads as follows : 

Resolved, That A. H. Palmer be authorized to print eight thdusand 
copies of the Constitution, and three hundred and fifty copies of the 
Journals of this Convention, and that he be allow ed twenty per cent, 
advance on the prices allowed l>y the laws of the Territory, for all work 
which he has or may perform for this Convention. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Convention distribute the copies of 
the Constitution and Journals among the Delegates to this Convention, 
and that he be allowed two hundred dollars therefor. 

Mr. Ross offered the following: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks'of this Convention be tender¬ 
ed to the Honorable Enos Lowe, i or the able, and dignified, and im.par- 
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tial manner in which he has discharged the duties of Piecident of this 
Convention. 

Which was laid over under the rules for one day. 

Mr. Matson offered the following : 

Resolved, That the President of this Contention be allowed forty-eight 
dollars, extra pay, lor his services as Piesidenl of this Convention. 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr Leffler, 

The rules of the Convention were suspended, and the resolution offer¬ 
ed by Mr. Ross to-day was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Hedrick offered the following substitute lor said resolution: 

Resolved, nnanimovsly. That the thanks.of this Convention be tender¬ 
ed to the Hon. Enos Lowe, for the able and dignified manner in which 
he has discharged the duties of Prt sioeut oi. ilus Convention. 

Which, 

Ou motion of Mr. Selman, 

Was laid on the table. 

The question being on the adoption of the resolution, was put, 

And was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Hapn offered ihe following resolution : 

Resolved. That the President of this Convention be authorized to is* 
sue certificates to the members, lor their per day allowance anu mileage, 
which shall be countersigned by the Secretary ; also to the officers of 
the Convention and others, ip whom allowances have been made by the 
Convention. 

Vi hich w as adopted. 

Mr. Leffler, from the committee on Revision, reported the several ar¬ 
ticles on the Judiciary Department, Executive Department, Legislative 
Department, and on Amendments to the Constitution, 

With amendments. 

Which report was concurred in. 

On motion ol Mr. Matson, 

The Convention adjourned until 2 o’clock, P, M. 
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Two O’clock, P. Iff. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The article on the Legislative Department was read a third time and 
passed. 

The article on the Executive Department was read a third time and 
passed. 

The article on the Judiciary Department was read a third time and 
passed. 

The article on Amendments to the Constitution was read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Bates, from the commiliee on Revision, reported the article on 
the Schedule, and also a Miscellaneous article. 

Which report was concurred in. 

The article on the Schedule was read a third time and passed. 

The Miscellaneous article was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Try on ottered the following : 

Resolved, That as soon as the Cunctitution is printed it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of this Convention to immediately proceed to the 
distribution of the same, equally among the members of this Conven¬ 
tion. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Ronalds, from the committee on Expenses, made the following 
report : 

The majority of the select committee appointed to ascertain and re¬ 
port ttie expenses of this Convention, have instructed me to make the 
following report. 

J HN RONALDS. 

Your committee have had the subject assigned them under their con¬ 
sideration, and would respectfully report the following charges, with 


the bill of items : 

W. A. Skinner Sergeant-at-Arms, .... <£58 

George T. Andrews, fining up ruum,- ... 2 

J. S. Kimball St Co. for paper lor use of Convention, - 40 

B. T. David, for quills, 10 

Jesse Williams, for transportation, .... 1 

A. L. Gray, for assisting in fitting up room, - 1 

14 


o o o § 8 S 
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A. H. Palmer, for incidental printing, .... 195 07 

Peter Conboy, for fitting up room for this Convention, - 5 00 

Wm. Thompson, Chief Clerk, per diem, ■. - - 80 00 

George S. Hampton, Assistant Clerk, ... 80 00 

Pay of members as provided for by law, - 1,536 00 

Mileage of members as provided for by law, - - 787 50 

Enos Lowe, extra pay as President of this Convention, as 

per resolution, - , - - - - « - 48 00 

On motion of Mr. Tryon, 


Resolved, That the report be concurred in, and the several amounts 
therein named allowed. 

On motion of Mr. Matson, 

The Convention adjourned until half past six o’clock, P. M. 


Hsilf Past C O’clock. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Ronalds, on leave being granted, introduced the following 

ORDINANCE. 

Be it ordained by the Convention assembled to form a Constitution 
for the State of Iowa, in behalf of the people ot said State, That the fol¬ 
lowing propositions shall be m^de to the Congress ot the United States, 
which, if assented to by that body, shall be obligatory on this State. 

1. Section number sixteen in every surveyed township of public 
lands, and where such section has been disposed of, other lands equi¬ 
valent thereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to the State 
for the use of common schools. 

2. The seventy-two sections of land set apart and reserved for the 
use and support of a University by an act of Congress, approved on the 
twentieth of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty, entitled “An 
act granting two townships of land for the use of a University in the 
Territory of Iowa,” shall be applied solely to the use and support of 
such University in such manner as the General Assembly may direct. 

8. That one quarter section of land in each township be granted to 
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the State fur the purpose of purchasing a common school library for the 
use of such township. 

4. That five per cent of the nett proceeds of the sales of all public 
lands lying within this State, which shall be sold by Congress after the 
admission of the State into the Union, shall be granted to the State for* 
the use of common schools. 

That in consideration of the grants specified in the four foregoing 
propositions, it is declared that this State will never interfere with the 
primary disposal of the soil within the same, by the United Slates, nor 
with any regulations Congress may find necessary for securing the title 
in such soil to the! bonafide purchaser thereof, and that no tax shall be 
imposed on lands, the property of the United States, and that in no case 
shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than resident. 

Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Leffler moved that the rules of this Convention be suspended, 
and that the Ordinance be now read a second and third time. 

Which was decided in the affirmative. 

The Ordinance was then read a second a'nd third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Ross, 

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning; G o’clock. 


Tuesday Morning, May 19, 1846. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bates presented a proposition from James Mackintosh to stitch 
and bind the Constitutions and Journals withih 20 days from the time 
they were printed. 

On motion of Mr. Matson, 

“ Resolved , That James Mackintosh be employed to bind 350 copies 
of the Journals of this Convention at fifteen cents per copy, and that he 
be required to perform the same within twenty days from the time 
when the same shall be printed; and that the said James Mackintosh be 
employed to fold and stitch eight thousand copies of the Constitution 
within five days from the time that the printing of the same shall be 
completed, and that he be allowed fifty cents per hundred.” 
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The several Articles of a Constitution having been passed, by the 
Convention, the members of the Convention came forward and signed 
the same, which was also attested by the Secretary; and is as found 
prefixed to this Journal. 

Mr. Bates then moved that this Convention adjourn sine die. 

Before the question was put the President addressed the Convention 
as follows: 

Having finished the business of your Convention, the time has ar¬ 
rived for us to separate ; but before performing the last and only act 
which devolves upon me as your presiding officer, I must do myself the 
unfeigned satisfaction of tendering you my thanks for your kind aid and 
forbearance in moments of doubt and difficulty, ib the discharge of my 
duties. I do not flatter myself that I have given entire satisfaction to 
all, this I did not consider myself able to do; but I did hope to satisfy 
this entire convention, of a correctness of intenliun at least, and that 
errors if committed, were not designed. 

If in the course of our proceedings, ought has transpired to ruffle the 
kindlier feelings, the magnanimity which has marked your intercourse, 
assures me that it has passed by with the occasion which gave rise to it, 
and that the moment of parting will also be the moment of oblivion to 
every occurrence calculated to darken the reminiscences of this Con¬ 
vention. 

The Constitution which you have formed for the basis of a State 
government, will shortly be submitted to the people for their ratification 
or rejection, and its fate will at once become a matter of interest to 
every citizen; and believing as I do, that its principles are republican, 
and that its restrictions are in accordance with the dictates ot wisdom 
and experience, it doubtless will receive the sanction of all who are in 
favor of a State government,and who put a similar estimate on its qual¬ 
ities and provisions. All who find the Constitution to accord with their 
views, and are of opinion that our condition is sufficiently mature to 
dispense with the guardianship of the general government, w ill give it 
their approval. Then let me ask, are we ready for this change in our 
relations with the parent government? 

With a territory of matchless beauty, rich in her resources—her 
woodlands and prairies—her valleys and uplands—her rivers and 
brooks—her minerals and agricultural products—and the large patri¬ 
mony which she will receive in grants of the public domain and its 
proceeds—and a population of not less than a hundred and twenty thou¬ 
sand souls, Iowa appears to be ripe for entering into the Union. 
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Gentlemen, allow me in conclusion to wish you health, happiness 
and prosperity, that you may safely reach your homes, your families, 
and friends, that your labors may be rewarded by the approbation of the 
people, and that you may soon hare the satisfaction of seeing Iowa take 
her place in the union of the States. 

The question was then put, 

And decided in the affirmative, 

And the Convention adjourned accordingly. 


0 
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APPENDIX 


RULES OF THE CONVENTION- 


1. The President shall take the chair every day precisely attho- 
hdur to which the Convention shall ha\ e adjourned on the preceding' 
day; shall immediately call the Convention to older, and on the ap¬ 
pearance of a quorum shall cause the journal to be read. 

2. He shall preserve order and decorum, and may.speak to points 
of order in preference to other members, rising, from-his seat lor that 
purpose, and shall decide questions of order, subject to an appeal to 
the Convention by any two members. 

3. He shall rise da put a question, but may state it sitting. 

4.. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, “as many as are 
of opinion that, (as-lhe case may be,) say aye,” And after the affirma¬ 
tive voice is expressed, “as many as are ol the contrary'opinion, say 
no.” If the Pre-ident doubt, or a division be called for, the convention 
shall divide; those in the affirmative off the question shall first rise- 
from their seats, afterwards those in the negative, 

5. The President shall examine and correct the Journal before it is. 
read. He shall have the right to name ahy member to perform the du¬ 
ties of the chair, but such substitution shall hot extend bejond an ad¬ 
journment. 

0.. All committees shall be appointed by the President, unless otli- 
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wise specially ordered by theConvention, in wuicir case they shall be 
elecled viva voce. 

7. The lirst named member of any commiitee, shall be its chairman, 
and in his absence, or being excused by the Convention, ihe next named 
member, and so on, unless the committee, by a majority of their 
number, elect a chairman. 

8. All addresses and motions shall be made to the President; the 
member rising from Ids seal for that purpose, and shall coniine himself 
to the question under debate, and avoid personality. 

9. On any question the yeas and nay s shall be taken if requested 
by two membeis. 

10. That there be appointed standing committees composed of five 
members, on the following subjects. 

1. On Boundaries. 

2. Executive Department. 

3. Legislative Department, Suffrage, Citizenship, Education and 
School Lands. 

4. Judicial Department. 

5. Incorporations, Internal Improvements and State Debts. 

6. Schedule. 

11. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received 
but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous question,to postpone 
to a day certain, to commit or amend, to postpone indefinitely ; which 
several motions shall have precedence in the order in which they are 
arranged. 

12. A motion to adjourn, and a motion to fix a day on which the 
Convention shall adjourn, shall always be in order, the motion to ad¬ 
journ and the motion to lie on the table shall be decided without de¬ 
bate. 

13. The previous question shall be put in this form, "shall the main 
question now be put.” It shall only be admitted when demanded by a 
majority of the members present, and its effect shall be to put an end 
to all debate, and bring the Convention to a direct vote upon amend¬ 
ments reported by a committee, if any, then upon pending amendments, 
and then upon the main question; ou a motion for the previous ques¬ 
tion and prior to the demanding the same, a call of the Convention shall 
be in order, but after a majority shall have demanded such motion, no 
call shall be in order prior to the decision of the main question. 
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14. All incidental questions of order arrising after a motion is made 
for the previous question, and pending such motion, shall be decided by 
the President without debate, but subjeet to an appeal. 

15. When a motion has been made and carried in the affirmitive or 
negative, it shall be in order for any member voting with the majority, 
to move for a reconsideration thereof, on the same or the succeeding 
day, of the sitting of the Convention, and such motion shall take prece¬ 
dence of all other motions, except the motion to adjourn. 

16. The rules of Parliamentary practice comprised in Jefferson’s 
Manual, shall govern the Convention in all cases to which they are ap¬ 
plicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the standing rules 
and orders of the Convention. 


15 
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